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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
There are many wonderful achievements to note and celebrate in our final newsletter for 

this academic year. The Year 6 performance of the Lion King was fantastic and was 
produced within the space of weeks whilst the children continued with other studies and 
commitments. This was possible due to their attitude, support from parents and because 

each time they took to the stage during their years at St. Michael’s, ever since their first 
Nativity or assembly, has been part of their preparation for this final performance. We are 
very proud of their achievements and look forward to celebrating their time at St. Michael’s 

at the end of year service on Friday. 
 
This year, our children have performed in a number of events at school and in the local and 

wider community. At each, spectators have made glowing and admirable comments about 
our children. We are proud. 
 

We are also proud of the children’s academic and sporting achievements. The end of Key 
stage results on page 3 demonstrate the consistent high standards of attainment across 
the school. From Nursery to Year 6 the children have made great progress in their 

development and are all ready for the next stage of their journey. 
 

A special ‘thank you’ to the staff who are leaving us. Our school was a richer place for 
having them work here and their talents and contribution to St Michael’s will long be 
remembered by those children who gained from their wonderful teaching skills.  We wish 

them much happiness and success in their future ventures and hope they will take very 
fond memories of their time at St. Michael’s with them.  
 

I asked the staff to tell us the most precious gift they will take from St. Michael’s and the 
most precious gift they will leave behind.  
 

Miss Patel is moving to Abu Dhabi:  
I began as an NQT four years ago and I have learnt so much from working at St Michael's, 
each year I have had the opportunity to continue to develop my practice. It is a very 

special school and I have worked with inspiring colleagues who have turned into lifelong 
friends. I have looked forward to coming to St Michael’s everyday and working with so 
many creative and imaginative children.  The most precious gift I will leave behind is to 

encourage children to believe in themselves and their individual talents and goals. I have 
really enjoyed working with children in Reception and Year 1. It has been a privilege to 
support children to establish a love for their learning at the start of their school life. I have 

valued making children aware of cultural diversities and sharing my Indian heritage with 
children I have worked with.  I have had many amusing moments and built wonderful 
memories that I will take away with me on my travels. 
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Miss Lyons is returning home to Manchester:  
St. Michael’s is a truly wonderful school and I am really going to miss it. I could easily 

write pages explaining all the gifts that St. Michael’s has given me. It has been inspiring to 
watch the children grow and witness their enthusiasm for learning. This enthusiasm from 
the children is contagious and has not only inspired me on a daily basis but has also been 

a privilege to be a  part of.  I hope that the gift I leave behind is a love of learning. It’s not 
always easy and linear but by being creative and thinking outside the box you can learn 
without even realising. The children of St. Michael’s are unique, creative and passionate 

and I feel very lucky to have been a part of this community. It has been very special to 
build strong relationships with staff, pupils and parents and we have made memories that 
I will never forget. Thank you St. Michael’s! 

 
Miss Ehrenfellner is moving to Wales: 
From the time I first came to St. Michael's 5 years ago, the most precious gift it has given 

me is being a home away from home. From the smiling faces to the beautiful wide spaces, 
it has been such a lovely place to come everyday and I will miss every spec of it when I 
leave. I hope that I will leave behind the simple things that make a primary experience 

happy and special for children: happy childhood memories, confidence and belief in one's 
self, and few of my classes with a slight Canadian accent.  
 

Miss Isabel has completed her contract:  
My most precious gift I’ll take away is seeing how special a school can be and how each 

pupil in St Michael’s has created that possibility. My most precious gift I’ll leave behind is 
having had the opportunity to participate in each pupils’ learning journey across the 
juniors, either as their class teacher or French teacher. 

 
Miss Mealey is moving to China:  
I have truly loved and enjoyed my four years at St. Michael's School. I started here as a 

terrified and unsure NQT and am leaving for China a slightly less terrified and much more 
capable teacher! St Michael's is a wonderful nurturing environment for both children and 
adults to thrive and develop in. The biggest gift I will take is my many special memories of 

this school. The ones that stand out are the times that everyone has pulled together when 
needed - no task has been too big or daunting. The staff here have been incredible and 
have turned into friends I know I will have forever. The biggest gift however, has been 

the children who are always fantastic, creative and very funny. I will miss them greatly 
and have loved supporting them into becoming independent and determined learners, a 
gift I hope that they continue to develop throughout the rest of their life. St. Michael's will 

always hold a very special place in my heart. 
 
Congratulations and thank you to our successful apprentices: Hora Omar,  Najifa Khan and 

Yemina Forsythe, we wish them well in their future endeavours. 
 
Miss Crawley is taking a sabbatical and we look forward to her returning in September 

2019. 
 
We look forward to returning in September and welcoming new staff and families. 

 
Best wishes, 

 

 

 

Geraldine Gallagher 
Headteacher 
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End of Key Stage Results 

Early Years  Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

Good Level of Development (GLD) is the DFE measure of attainment at the end of the 

EYFS -the end of Reception.  

Children are assessed in 17 areas of learning. 

Children are deemed to have achieved GLD if they have achieved the expected level in the 

areas of Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Physical Development, Communica-

tion and Language Development, Literacy and Mathematics. 

This year 88% of our Reception pupils attained GLD. The national figure for 2017 was 

70.7%.       

 

Key Stage 1 

At the end of KS1 (Year 2) children are assessed in reading, writing and Maths. The table 

below shows our results in comparison to the national for 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2  

At the end of KS2 (Year 6) children are assessed in reading, writing, spelling, punctuation 

and grammar (SPAG) and Maths. The table below shows our results in comparison to the 

national for 2017. 

 

 

KS1 Subject and Grade 
St Michael’s 

2018 

National 

Expected Standard 

Reading 95% 76% 

Writing 89% 68% 

Maths 90% 75% 

Greater depth (higher standard) 

Reading 43% 25% 

Writing 29% 16% 

Maths 46% 21% 
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Nursery at St Michael’s 

 

St Michael’s offers a lovely nursery preschool children (3 years on 31/08/18) with access to 

our wonderful school grounds and the recently revamped dedicated Early Years playground. 

Since September 2017 the Nursery has been able to offer full-time places in addition to 

part-time places with children who stay all day taking their lunch in the relative calm of the 

infant hall. 

Full-time provision has proven to be very popular and as a result we have offered more full-

time places starting this September 2018.   Despite the increased capacity we have been 

unable to meet demand and we currently we are holding a waiting list for Nursery starting 

in September. 

School Council 

By the time children finish Year 6 at St Michael’s they will have been a representative on the 

school council.  Each term two pupils are elected by their class to represent them on the 

council.   

The School Council has worked hard all year, making great contributions, amongst other 

things, reviewing the School Dinner Menu and running the Tuck Shop. The Tuck Shop has 
been a great success this summer and we look forward to continuing with it in the Autumn 

Term. We will let you know soon how we want to spend the money we made.  
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Year 2’s Trip to the Cutty Sark 

 

On Wednesday 11th July, Year 2 went to 

Maritime Greenwich to round off their 

Summer topic “Ships and Boats”. 

Following on from the Spring topic 

“Rivers and Seas”, the highlights of the 

trip were a journey down the River 

Thames on the Thames Clipper River 

Bus and a self-guided exploration of the 

Cutty Sark outside the Royal Naval 

College in Greenwich. 

The children left school early and with 

the help of our parent volunteers 

crossed Archway Road to take our first 

Underground journey as a whole class. 

Year 2 took the Northern Line down to 

Bank and left many commuters amazed about how beautifully behaved they were on a 

crowded tube: a party of secondary school children had boarded the train a few stops before us 

making the journey unusually busy. 

The children left the underground at Embankment and crossed 

over to the Embankment jetty to wait for the Thames Clipper. 

To comply with safety regulations, this part of the journey was 

done in two stages: Seacole going first on the 10:01 and Curie 

following on the 10:31 service.  

Once on the water, the children got to see London from a 

totally different perspective – from the water. The Clipper went 

up to Westminster before turning to take in the London Eye; 

Shakespeare’s Globe theatre; the Golden Hinde; HMS Belfast; 

Tower Bridge; the Tower of London; Rotherhithe (where the 

Mayflower was constructed); Canary Wharf and finally Maritime 

Greenwich. 

Having taken in the sights that we have been learning about 

since Easter, the children were able to have lunch in the 

grounds of the Naval College and then explore in detail the last 

tea clipper in existence. The children have learnt a lot about 

this fascinating ship and its 60 year working history. Gabriel 

David in Curie class said “I really enjoyed the captain’s cabin because it had lots of rooms in it 

and it was really interesting”. Thomas Speedy (Seacole) said he loved being on the top deck 

pretending to be captain. Amalie Turnage, also in Seacole, remarked, “I liked playing the game 

[on the ‘Tween Deck] were we got to steer the ship.” 
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Year 6 play—The Lion King 

 

This year our Year Six play was the Lion King. It was 4 
weeks of hard work, fun rehearsals and increasingly 

stressed teachers, but in the end we put on two 
fantastic performances and a dress rehearsal to the 

school. The play was SO fun and we all got a lot better 

at acting, singing and dancing. The whole experience 

was fantastic and wouldn't have been the same 

without all of the children and teachers involved!  

Lyra Garfunkel (Clark class) 

 

Well done Year Six you were INCREDIBLE!!! -  

Miss Mealey and Mr Whiting 
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Early Years Outside Renovation Project 

  

Over the last few months the Early 
Years Outside area has been 

undergoing an exciting renovation 
project. The vision was to create an 

Early Years environment which 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  m o r e  n a t u r a l 

features including plants and wooden 
learning equipment. We have 

developed the sand by adding a sail for 
shade and bamboo to create a tropical 

feeling. The Wendy house was 
extended out and made into a covered 

Role Play house with fitted colour 

panels and the children's art murals. 
The mud kitchen has been developed with surrounding plants to make it cosier 

and shaded.  

 

We have had a new wooden climbing 
infrastructure built which incorporates more 

opportunities for balancing skills and tuff 
spots for children to carry out small world 

play, construction, writing and crafts. The 
children have been really enjoying 

our enhanced outside learning environment 
and we look forward to 

continuing develop the 
space in September!  

 

The children had fun taking an active 
role in the renovation including 

digging up the soil for planting, 
screwing on the painted murals and 

sorting percussion pipes to be made 
into mounted musical instruments! 
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Music at St Michael’s 

Year 4 kicked off the concert season by performing a wonderful afternoon’s entertainment 

showcasing everything that they have learned this year through the Whole Class 

Instrument Teaching (WCIT) scheme run by the Haringey Music Service. It was the first 

time that we have brought both classes together to perform in one big concert and the 

result was a truly phenomenal afternoon of music.  

If your child played in the concert, you must be feeling very proud of their achievements 

this year. If they wish to continue in Year 5, letters will be coming round in September 

with the full details. 

Year 6 Concert 

We are always amazed by the talent of the pupils at St Michael’s and the Year 6 concert 

was a brilliant evening where the oldest children really got to shine. We had a fantastic 

variety of performers and performances ranging from classical pieces to film soundtracks 

to contemporary pop. Many thanks to Mrs Parker for organising this and to the parents 

who provided refreshments. 

Haringey Arts Festival 

This year, the school was part of the Highgate Arts Festival and we were thrilled to be 

joined by some very gifted dancers and musicians from the Archway Murugan Temple. 

The school orchestra got involved playing three pieces including a stirring rendition of 

Elgar’s Land of Hope and Glory on the day that England got through to the semi-final. 

Emily’s dance troupe also performed some spectacular dances to round off the event and 

bring the season’s official concerts to an end. 

Always something more 

The school concerts might have ended with the Highgate Arts Festival but the year was 

not yet over. Our talented instrument teachers have also had showcases for their pupils 

and Sarah, Anita and Nancy were done proud by some truly astonishing performances. 

Finally, on Sunday 8th of July, the school played host to St Michael’s Church with a 

beautiful service on our field. There was a live band to accompany the hymns with Year 

6’s Eleanor Noyce front and centre. 

Many thanks to all of the children, teachers and parents for making this a very musical 

year at St Michael’s. I’m truly excited to see what we can achieve next year! 
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New School Uniform 

 

As you are aware, as part of our rebranding we have adopted a new school uniform. 
The uniform is an important part of a school’s identity and the changes come into 
effect from September 2018.  It will be compulsory from September 2020, thus 

allowing a two year transition period in which children can wear the old or the new 

uniform. 

 

Some items are easily available from a range of shops.  

Stevensons is the exclusive supplier for the logoed items which can 

be purchased on-line at www.stevensons.co.uk  

(* items available only from Stevensons) 

  

 Main School Uniform 

 A white polo shirt with embroidered school 

 logo * 

 A navy blue v neck jumper or cardigan 

 with grey piping and embroidered school 

 logo * 

 Navy blue trousers, shorts, pinafore, 

 culottes or skirt  

 Navy or white socks/tights 

 Blue gingham summer dress 

 Black shoes.  – we are developing an 

 increasingly active  timetable and so all 
 children need to wear footwear that is 

 conducive to being active at all times 

 P.E. Kit 

 Technical, non - crease top with  

 embroidered  school logo * 

 Navy shorts, navy tracksuit bottoms 

 Black or white plimsoles (indoors) trainers 

(outdoors)  

Reading folder and PE bag with school logo – can be purchased through Scopay  and 

collected from the office.  

Stevensons have advised that some items are currently out of stock.  However, if you 

place orders for uniform and include something out of stock it will be posted out when 

it arrives, you will not be charged twice for postage. 

We are expecting the PE top to be available from 30/8/18. 
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From the Governors 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Reflecting on another year 

The end of the school year is a time to celebrate what has been achieved – and reflect on what we 
could do differently. 

Reflecting on another good year for the school… 

St Michael’s is in a good place. Our vision is ‘we believe our children’s future is created every day’. This 
wonderful ethos guides our collective decision-making and informs the spirit of our vibrant school 
community.  

We have a strong leadership team and capable and engaging teachers and support staff. We are 
blessed with great grounds – which really come into their own at this time of year with all our events: 
sports day, summer fair and campout for example. And of course there are the fabulous children, who 
have grown and matured while attaining strong results. 

… And for the governors  

We too have been reflecting on our work and how we could do it better. It is a truism of voluntary 
boards that they can seem to spend a lot of time on meeting mechanics: approving minutes, reading 
out reports etc.  

The key academic work on voluntary boards talks about three modes of governance: fiduciary, 
strategic and generative. 

Fiduciary governance is your foundation stuff – checking everything is working the way it should.  

Strategic governance is your intermediate level – aiming to solve problems by setting goals and 
mobilising resources to achieve them. 

Generative governance is advanced – thinking about the future challenges we might face and thinking 
creatively about solutions. 

In meetings when there is real generative thinking happening, people are well informed, with well 
balanced participation all actively working towards creating a better school for the children. 

My key reflection for the year is: when we work together at our Full Governing Body meetings, we 
need to do less of the fiduciary stuff and make more time for generative thinking. 

I wish you all a happy time over the summer and as always, thank you for all you do for St Michael’s. 

Together stronger! 

 

Adam Garfunkel 

Chair of governors 
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‘Water Aid’ National Sports  

and Healthy Living Week 2018 

 

St. Michael’s celebrated National Sports Week during the week of 25th- 29th 

June 2018. Pupils from KS1 and KS2 took part in a busy range of sporting 

workshops and competitions. Many thanks to the host of sporting clubs and 

parents who have gave up their time to promote sport and a healthy 

lifestyle. The pupils enjoyed sessions from special guests who spoke about 

the positive values of sports such as endurance. There were also the annual 

Super 7 House Tournaments of course with St. Andrews coming out on top 

as overall winners (see table below). Well done to them.  

 

Thanks to Elizabeth Sparrow who delivered a fascinating insight into the 

work of Water Aid in a special assembly. Money was raised for the charity 

Water Aid throughout the week, particularly through the ‘Water Aid Mile’ 

where children ran a 1 mile course carrying cups of water to highlight the 

difficulties that millions of people around the world have in accessing clean 

water.  

The School also raised £1381.60 for Water Aid  

 

Mr Whiting organised a phenomenal 2 weeks of sports for the whole school.   

The following pages contain some pictures of the highlights. 
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Year 1 dance warm-up workshop     Super 7 Year 6 Handball Champions – St. Davids  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Super 7 All Sorts of Sports Day 

 

Year 4 London Skolars Rugby Workshop Super 7 Infant Sports Day 
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 Super 7 Football Tournament    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Year 5 boys get ready to run the ‘Water 

Olympic rower Cath Bishop visited St. Michael’s 

and spoke about the importance of endurance  

Year 4 Netball Workshop 

Children complete the Water Aid Year 4 celebrate completing the Water Aid Mile with our Year 6 
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 The Water Aid Rowing Challenge          Super 7 house champions celebrate with guest  

              Cath Bishop   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception football workshop     Capoeira workshop assembly in KS2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 football tournament against Crowland and 

Alexandra Primary Schools  

 

Pupils and parents warm up for the day with a dance 
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Junior Sports Day winners 

Year 6 at Highgate School – standing long jump - Year 6 at Highgate School – standing long jump - 

Year 6 visited Highgate School for an afternoon of 

athletics 
Year 3 Athletics Fun Workshop 

Year 3 Football Fun 
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Year 3 relax after the Year 3 football tournament 

against Crowland and Alexandra Primary Schools  

Children and teachers run the Water Aid 

Junior Sports Day winners 
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