
English: Year 6 2023/24

Connections
to the Wider
Curriculum

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Science Light Electricity Animals Inc. Humans

Living things and their habitats Evolution and Inheritance Working Scientifically

History WW1 WW2 Social History: Entertainment

Geography Mountains and Tourism Map Skills Energy Sustainability Orienteering

RE What might the journey of
life and death look like

from a Christian
perspective?

Should every Christian go
on a pilgrimage?
Christmas adverts.

What does it mean to be
Buddhist?

Monastic traditions.
How does the Christian
festival of Easter offer

hope?

How has the Christian
message survived over

2000 years?

Thematic Unit Y6

Who decides?

PSHE Being Me in My World Changing Me Celebrating Difference Dreams and Goals Healthy Me Relationships

English
Topic

Twisted Fairy Tales
“A good tale moves with
dreamlike speed from
event to event, pausing
only to say as much as is
needed and no more.”

Invention and
Creativity

“I address you all tonight
for who you truly are:
wizards, mermaids,

travellers, adventurers,
and magicians. You are
the true dreamers.”

Activism:
Endangered Planet
“Once upon a time,

words began to vanish
from the language of

children…”

World War II
“We were halfway
through the news
when the air raid

started.”

Seeking Refuge
“In a small boat. With a
small hope. In a rising
wind. On a rising sea.”

Kindness
“When given the
choice between
being right and

kind, choose kind.”

English Core
Texts and
Resources
to Support
Planning



Play scripts /
Year 6

Production

Genre
Coverage

Atmospheric Settings
Creating Character

Narrative

Instructional/
explanation texts
Dialogue within

narrative
Formal tone

Acrostic poetry
Non-chronological

reports
Scientific explanations

Diary Entries
Newspaper
Persuasion
Dialogue

Flashback within
narratives

Symbolism within
narratives

Formal letters

Play scripts
Performance

Drama

Guided
Reading

SATs Practice SATs Practice SATs Practice



Reading Word Reading Comprehension

● Read aloud and
understand the
meaning of new
words that he/she
meets linked to the
expectations of Year
6 spelling:

https://cdn.oxfordowl.co
.uk/2019/08/29/13/54/0
8/76f1443d-9b6d-4030-
be0d-25fcfef01438/Spell
ingWordList_Y3-4.pdf

Maintain positive attitudes to reading by:
● Listening to, reading and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays and non-fiction
● Reading books structured in different way e.g. different authors or styles, and for different purposes e.g. for fun or

for research
● Increasing familiarity with a wide range of books, including books from our literary heritage and books from other

cultures and traditions.
● Identifying themes and conventions across a wide range of writing
● Making comparisons across books
● Reading a range of poetry and learning longer pieces off by heart
● Regularly listening to novels read aloud by the teacher from an increasing range of authors, which they may not

choose themselves
● Independently reading longer texts with sustained stamina and interest
● Recommending books to their peers with detailed reasons for their opinions
● Participating in discussions about books, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously

Understand what he/she reads by:
● Summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, and identifying key details that support the main

ideas.
● Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning.
● Discussing and evaluating how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the

reader.
● Explaining and discussing understanding of what he/she has read, including through formal presentations and

debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where necessary.
● Provide reasoned justifications for his/her views.
● Using clues to identify the meaning of words in context
● Predicting what might happen from information stated and implied
● Using a combination of skimming, scanning and close reading across a text to locate specific detail
● Retrieving and recording key facts or information
● Close reading, re-reading and reading ahead to locate clues to support understanding and justifying with evidence

from the text
● Inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, justifying inferences with evidence e.g. Point

+ Evidence
Greater Depth

● Offer an alternative prediction to own and explain why others may think this
● Compare and contrast class text with extracts from the Classics or those they have read for pleasure
● Understand and identify where an author has used language with more than one layer of meaning
● Demonstrate greater depth of understanding through building longer and more complex answers to questions about texts, built with evidence and

explanations when the reader requires e.g. Point + Evidence + Explanation

https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2019/08/29/13/54/08/76f1443d-9b6d-4030-be0d-25fcfef01438/SpellingWordList_Y3-4.pdf
https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2019/08/29/13/54/08/76f1443d-9b6d-4030-be0d-25fcfef01438/SpellingWordList_Y3-4.pdf
https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2019/08/29/13/54/08/76f1443d-9b6d-4030-be0d-25fcfef01438/SpellingWordList_Y3-4.pdf
https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2019/08/29/13/54/08/76f1443d-9b6d-4030-be0d-25fcfef01438/SpellingWordList_Y3-4.pdf
https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2019/08/29/13/54/08/76f1443d-9b6d-4030-be0d-25fcfef01438/SpellingWordList_Y3-4.pdf


Spoken
Language

● Ask questions to develop ideas and improve understanding
● Ask questions that take account others’ views
● Participate in discussions about books that we read
● In discussions, build on their own and others’ ideas
● In discussions, challenge other peoples’ ideas with courtesy and consideration
● Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates
● Prepare formal presentations individually or in groups
● Use notes to support presentation of information
● Respond to questions generated by a presentation
● Listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
● Talk confidently and fluently in a range of situations, using formal and Standard English as appropriate
● Explain ideas and opinions giving reasons and evidence
● Take an active part in discussions, taking different roles
● Sustain and argue a point of view in a debate, using formal language of persuasion
● Express possibilities using hypothetical and speculative language in science and when discussing reading
● Engage listeners through choice of vocabulary and register according to the context
● Perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation and volume and expression so that literal and implied meaning is made
● clear
● Perform poems or plays from memory, making deliberate choices about how they convey ideas about characters, contexts and

atmosphere

Greater Depth

● Use the subjunctive form in formal speech
● Use extended metaphors in speech
● Listen to and analyse speeches given by current world leaders/politicians/celebrities, and apply these techniques confidently to their

own presentations
● Use a broader range of formal and concise language



Writing:
Composition

Teacher
Assessment
Framework

Non-Negotiables:
● Use full stops and capital letters inc. proper nouns
● Use commas in lists and after fronted adverbials
● Use exclamation marks and questions marks when needed
● Use apostrophes for contraction and possession
● Use paragraphs

Plan:
● Identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other writing as models
● Noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● Using a simple planning structure
● Structuring narratives through reasoned consideration of how authors develop characters and settings

Write:
● For a range of purposes
● Using simple devices to structure non-fiction pieces e.g. headings/subheadings/bullet points/tables
● Selecting language that shows good awareness of the reader e.g. first person in diary
● In narratives describe characters and settings, and create atmosphere
● Use a range of devices to build cohesion e.g. pronouns/synonyms/adverbials/conjunctions
● Use the range of punctuation taught in KS2 (see appendix 2 of English National Curriculum):
● Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative;

using passive verbs to affect how information is presented; using modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility)
● Use informal or formal vocabulary e.g. big/large
● Use informal or formal sentence structure e.g use of subjunctive ‘If I were to come…’ or contractions ‘He’s your friend, isn’t he?’
● Use varied and rich vocabulary
● Use varied descriptive techniques (verbs, adverbs, adjectives, metaphor, personification, onomatopoeia, simile, symbolism etc.)
● Use a range of sentence structures (see sentence objectives in next table)
● Use a range of punctuation (see punctuation objectives in next table)
● Use dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance action
● Use verb tenses consistently and correctly
● Maintain a joined, legible style

Improve:
● Proposing reasoned changes to grammar, punctuation and vocabulary
● Ensuring correct tense and subject/verb agreement
● Proof read for spelling and punctuation errors
● Evaluate and edit – making improvements to grammar and vocabulary

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740345/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2_WEBHO.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf


Greater Depth

● Distinguish between the language of speech and writing and choose the appropriate register
● Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently on what they have

read as models for their own writing (e.g. literary language, characterisation, structure)
● Exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar and vocabulary
● Use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 correctly, to enhance meaning and avoid ambiguity

Writing:
Vocabulary,
Grammar
and
Punctuation

Terminology
for pupils:
Subject
Object
Active
Passive
Synonym
Antonym
Ellipsis
Hyphen
Colon
Semi-colon
Bullet point

Punctuation Text Sentence Word

● Full stops and capital letters, including proper
nouns (NN)

● Exclamation marks and question marks (NN)
● Commas in lists (NN)
● Apostrophes for contraction and possession

(NN)
● Commas to mark clauses
● Speech marks/inverted commas for direct

speech
● Colons to introduce a list
● Semi-colons within list
● Use semi-colon, colon and dash to mark

boundary between independent clauses
● Hyphens used to avoid ambiguity
● Ellipses to link ideas between paragraphs
● Punctuate bullet points correctly
● Dashes, brackets and commas for parenthesis

● Link ideas across
paragraphs using a
wide range of
cohesive devices
(avoiding
repetition/conjuncti
ons/adverbials etc)

● Explore and investigate
passive/active voice

● Identify the subject and
object of a sentence

● Perfect form of verbs
● Identify the progressive

form of verbs in the past
and present tense

● Subordinating conjunctions
● Coordinating conjunctions
● Adverbs and adverbial

phrases
● Prepositions and

prepositional phrases
● Fronted adverbials
● Subordinating clauses inc,

relative and embedded

● Difference between
vocabulary of speech
and writing/formal
speech

● Investigate and
collect a range of
synonyms and
antonyms

Other objectives are
covered through the
Babcock spelling scheme
(see below)

Greater depth

● Identify subjunctive in an extended text
● Use the subjunctive form to create formality in their own writing
● Explain and identify the difference between a preposition and subordinating conjunction
● Write sentences purposefully using past and present progressive tenses



Spelling

Outlined in
Babcock No
Nonsense
Spelling
Pathway

Term 1
Term 2

Term 3

● Recap of words from Year 5
● Homophones – words that are confused
● Words ending in -able and - ible
● Adding suffixes beginning with vowel

letters to words ending in -fer
● Double consonants
● Continuing words ending in -ible and ibly
● Words containing the letter string ough
● Statutory word lists
● Consolidation of taught spelling rules

● Recap of Autumn spelling rules
● Endings which sound like /ʃәs/ spelt –

cious
● Endings which sound like /ʃәl/
● Homophones – words that are

confused
● Words with silent letters - t
● Words ending in -ent, -ence, -ency
● Words ending in ance
● Use of the hyphen
● Words ending in - ant
● Statutory word lists
● Consolidation of taught spelling

rules



Handwriting

Outlined in
Penpals for
Handwriting
Scheme and
Scope

Term 1
Term 2

Term 3

● Style for speed: crossbar join from t: th, ti, tr,
ta, tt

● Style for speed: looping from g: gl, gi, gr, ga,
gg

● Style for speed: looping from j and y: je, jo,
ye, jr, yo

● Style for speed: looping from f
● Style for speed: different joins to s
● Style for speed: looping from b
● Style for speed: joining from v, w, x and z
● Handwriting for different purposes:

abbreviations
● Spacing between words
● End-of-term check

● Improving handwriting: the importance of
consistent sizing

● Improving handwriting: the importance of
proportion

● Improving handwriting: the importance of
spacing

● Improving handwriting: the importance of
consistent sizing of parallel ascenders and
descenders

● Improving handwriting: the importance of
closed and open letters

● Improving handwriting: pen breaks in
longer words

● Handwriting for different purposes:
annotations

● Handwriting for different purposes
● Choice of handwriting tools
● End-of-term check

● Handwriting for different purposes:
fast-joined and print letters

● Handwriting for different purposes:
note making

● Handwriting for different purposes:
neat writing

● Handwriting for different purposes:
print letters for personal details

● Different styles of writing
● Handwriting for different purposes:

presentation
● Handwriting for different purposes:

decorated capitals
● Handwriting for different purposes:

layout
● Assessment
● Handwriting for different purposes:

handwriting patterns


