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The process we went through to create our most 
stunning timeline ….



Big Questions 
What to put on the timeline ?

• Which important events should 
we choose in the history of 
Britain ?

• Could we include the history of 
the whole world ? 

• Who were we making the 
timeline for ?

• How will it help us learn about 
history ?

• Which events can we leave out?

• Who is important to show on 
our timeline ?

• Who can we leave out of our 
timeline?

• When did time start ?

• Could we show the future ?

• What images can we use on the 
timeline?

How can we enable the children to sequence events in British History as well as use 
the timeline to place world events when they study important world History ?



Which artist could paint it for us?



Matt 
Dennis



How did we design it ?

• Looked at other timelines.

• Spoke to historians, timeline designers and a 

timeline designer from the V&A .

• Referred to history books.

• Asked teachers and children what they thought was important ?

• Made a paper timeline to see how it looked. 

• Asked people to add comments or thoughts. 



September 2017 Matt started painting the 
timeline on wooden boards. 
• He painted them in his house.

• He painted them in the school.

• He took them away to varnish and finish in a large artist studio.

• The builders prepared the wall in KS1 playground where it would 
hang.



2019 

• 1st November 2019 Matt finished all the work and put them in the 
van and brought them back to school. 

• Saturday 2nd November 2019 along with three other helpers they 
were fixed onto the wall in the KS1 playground.



He drove the van in the pouring rain to the 
playground and with help from his friends put the 
time line up ready for us to use and enjoy.



It was very wet…



The boards were very heavy and tricky to 
screw into the metal frame. 





We needed a break for tea and biscuits to 
gather our strength to put up the last few.



Let us take a closer look at the boards























What can we learn from using a time line?

• A timeline is a graph that shows events in chronological order. ... 

• Chronology is important because it is the order in which events 
happen.  

• It helps us to step back and view the big picture of history.

• It may help us to understand how and why events unfold.

• It may help to show us how they are related.



Using the timeline for our History lessons

• Look at the images and read the dates.

• Think about your lessons and where it may fit on the timeline.

• If you are learning about Greek History where would you put that on 
the time line?

• Stand next to the timeline when you were born.

• Think about a significant person that you have been learning about 
and stand next to the timeline at the point they were alive. 



Please look after it.  

How can we keep this beautiful art work for ever ?

• Keep it clean. 

• Respect the work by not scratching it.  Hitting it with footballs. 

• Never draw on it.  

• If it gets damaged let us know immediately.



Thank you to Matt Dennis and all the people who 
helped him. 


