
Tuesday 31st March 2020 

 LO: To know how to write a list poem.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

A list poem… 

• LISTS anything the writer wants to talk about (people, places, feelings, ideas) 

• Does NOT have to follow a rhyming pattern - it’s up to you! 

• USUALLY tells the reader what it is about in the title 

• USUALLY involves some repetition  

Follow this link to read an example by Kathy Henderson, who lists ALL the things she 

read today. If you scroll to the bottom of the page, you can listen to her performing 

the poem as a video…   

https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poems/today-i-read-bus-stop  

I have attached this poem, along with three other examples to your homework.  

Read these poems now before moving onto my next speech bubble. While you are 

reading them, think about what the writer has chosen to list and why.  

 

You are going to write a poem called ‘The View From My Window’.  
This could be a window in your bedroom, your bathroom, your kitchen,  
your living room, or even Mr Fowler’s classroom! It should be a  
descriptive list of all the things you can see. It should list all the things 
that are in plain sight, as well as the little things we never usually notice. 
 

To get you started… 

1. Find a comfortable place near your window of choice 

2. Spend 15 minutes or more writing everything you see  

3. Add any other things to your list that you can remember you’ve seen over the past few 

days (for example, my neighbour came out of his house the other night to play a trumpet 

in celebration for all our doctors and nurses!) 

Now you have all your ideas, you can start writing your poem. It should include… 

• A title  

• Lines that list the different things you see  

• Punctuation that shows your reader where to pause 

• A variety of poetic devices (see next page for ideas) 

 

Challenge:  

Think about the way you want your reader to FEEL about your list. Be careful to make sure all 

your language choices help to create this feeling. 

e.g. 
Today I saw a sun set, 

Shadows dancing down the street, 
The flicker of a street light, 
And a dog I’d like to meet. 

 

https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poems/today-i-read-bus-stop
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmalaymui.blogspot.com%2F2006%2F05%2Fview-from-my-london-office-window.html&psig=AOvVaw3FfXAO0o24ZAYor80MO6w7&ust=1585676821847000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPD0_9TgwugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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