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Message from Mrs Gallagher 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back. I hope you had a lovely half term and some special time with 

your children. Although we have only been in school for three weeks of this 

month we have packed so much in. We have had an excellent range of musical 

performances;  Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM ) week; 

numerous educational visits and a host of in-school enrichment activities. Our 

Sing Up choir have been meeting each Thursday morning. The children have had 

lots of fun whilst improving their skills and their performance to the school was a 

credit to their dedication. Thank you to all children, Mrs. Sorapure and Awen.  

Across the school our children are learning a variety of instruments. We have a 

rota for the children to perform on their instruments as the school enters the hall 

for collective worship each day. During the last week we had the pleasure of 

hearing the Year 3 digital compositions created during their music lessons which 

were upbeat and of a very high standard. Year 6 gave a sterling performance 

using boom whackers to play some of our favourites such as “Popcorn”. In Year 4 

the children learn to play brass or strings as a class and some children continue 

to learn these instruments in Year 5&6, and Year 4 recently led a violin and cello 

concert for Year 3, parents and carers. Thank you to Mr Holt for the variety of 

Music he teaches the children and ensuring that the children’s learning integrates 

the development of a range of skills.  

Thank you to Mr Braune and Mr Fowler for making STEM week an exciting and 

knowledge-rich week for all involved. All of the children were involved in a 

variety of activities which were fun and affirmed the importance of these 

subjects. Thank you to all of the parents who came in to share their expertise 

and lead some of the STEM focused workshops with the children. This newsletter 

is a bumper edition, full of details of the STEM activities that took place. 

 



Page 2 February 2020, Issue 5 

Each week we focus on one of our school values and one of the children’s 

articles from the United Nations Rights of the Child (UNRC). We are proud to 

announce that our work has been recognised and we have been awarded a 

Bronze Accreditation as a Rights Respecting School and we are continuing on 

our journey towards gaining Silver Accreditation.  

In every aspect of school life we teach children's rights so they are 

learned, practised, respected, protected and promoted.  

This was prominently demonstrated in two recent class assemblies: Pilkington-

Mills Class Assembly focused on mental wellbeing where everyone gained a 

better understanding of potential symptoms and some guidance on how to be 

mentally healthy. Lomu Class performed their interpretations of poems by 

Valerie Bloom in their assembly. They researched the poet and shared some of 

the facts that they learned about her birth place, Jamaica.  

The children have also been on a number of educational visits that related to 

their learning. Trips are exciting and build on the knowledge and skills the 

children have been learning in class. During the last week Year 6 experienced 

climbing related to their work in Geography – it is very different seeing contour 

lines on a map to actually climbing up a steep mountain (albeit a fabricated 

one) and exciting activities like this supports the children in making links 

between the visual and actual.  

Year 5 dressed and experienced life as a Victorian and although some of the 

clothes looked nice I think they prefer being children in modern Britain. Nursery 

& Reception were visited in school by the Freshwater Theatre Group who retold 

some well known children’s stories and helped the children to act them out. 

Year 1 have produced excellent work on Kings and Queens and got to 

experience the home of some very significant monarchs on their visit to 

Hampton Court Palace. A slightly more scary event for some was when the 

Pirates of Year 2 invaded school! More of all of this in the following pages. 

We are ready for another busy and exciting half term ahead. Please see the 

dates section for main upcoming events. 

Best wishes, 

Geraldine Gallagher 

Headteacher 

Message from Mrs Gallagher continued. 
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An explosive chemical experiment! 

STEM Week kicked off with a special, feature-length 
assembly for Key Stage 2 in the Junior Hall. We were 
treated to a visit from Dr Szydlo, a “performance 
chemist”, musician and chemistry teacher from Highgate 
School, who entertained, educated and surprised us with 
a variety of physical and chemical experiments right 
before our eyes. Children and teachers alike watched 
and listened, spellbound, as he mixed chemicals to make 
them change colour,  shattered rubber into hundreds of 
pieces using liquid nitrogen, set things on fire right here 
in the hall and at one point make a chemical reaction 
happen just by playing a violin! The fascinating talk also 
touched upon how our world is changing and included 
some important life lessons, such as always to try one’s 
hardest and do one’s best, and culminated with two 
fantastic explosions that far exceeded our expectations. 
 
Thank you for a wonderful morning Dr Szydlo! Read on 
for more about what activities took place in STEM week. 
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Dates  

5th February 

Transport for London’s sustainable 
travel activity day. 
7 February   

Year 5 Pilkington-Mills family 
assembly and coffee morning 
11 February   

Year 4 violin and cello concert KS1 
Hall 
14 February   

Year 3 Lomu family assembly and 
coffee morning 
28 February   

Year 2 Lombardi family assembly 
and coffee morning 
5, 6 & 7 March 

Panto 

9 March 

Year 4 trip: Steve McQueen Year 3 

trip: photos at Tate Modern 

13 March    

Year 1 Bolt family assembly and 
coffee morning 
17 & 19 March    

Parents’ Evening 3.50-6.30pm 
26 March 

Quiz Night 

27 March    

Year 5 Adams family assembly and 
coffee morning 
2 April 

School Disco 

Rec/Y1&2 3.45-4.45pm 

Y3&4 5-6pm 

Y5&6 6.15-7.15pm 

Year 3 trip: Science Museum 

Year 6 trip: Bentley Priory 

23, 24 & 25 April 

Year 4 Residential trip to Flatford 

(Field Studies Council) 

3 April     

Easter Bonnet Parade to Church 
9.30am Easter Church Service led 
by Year 3 
School Finishes 2pm 
3 May 

Footie funday 

7 May 

Polling day. School closure TBC 

8 May 

VE Day: School closed 

18-22 May 

Year 6 Residential trip to PGL 

Outdoor Adventurous Activity Week 

21 May 

Year 3 Trip to Alexandra Palace 

14 June 

Fun run 

4 July 

Summer Fair 

11 July 

SMSA Camp Out overnight 

13 July 

Year 2 Trip: London Zoo 

21 July 

Year 6 Leaver’s disco 7-9pm 

Last day of school year  

School Finishes 2pm 

Forest School 

This half term we have been looking at the theme of 

'Stick Man'. The children learnt the Forest School skill of 

lashing two sticks together to make the body for their 

own stick person. We then painted our stick people.  

As part of STEM week we talked about materials and 

their properties and what natural materials would be 

good for building and making things. We looked at the 

different ways that string and sticks are both strong, 

but in very different ways, and how this is useful to us. 

We then made the perfect new home for Stick Man's 

family tree and talked about why these materials are 

suitable. 
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Year 4 Class Trip to the V&A 

“On Monday, we (Year 4) went on a trip to the 

Victoria and Albert (V&A) museum. The 

purpose of this visit was to learn about Art and 

Culture during the Anglo-Saxon period. 

The day began with Mr Ronchetti and Mr 

Yeomans preparing all the resources needed for 

the trip. They began by finding the route to the 

station to make sure all trains were running 

with good service. Next they collected the 

correct amount of hi-vis vests for us all to ensure our safety throughout the journey. 

Eventually we all got to school, were LECTURED about expectations and were finally 

ready to go! 

We marched out of the building and started walking towards Highgate station. We got 

into the station, headed down some stairs and before we knew it the doors to the train 

were flying open and we were all on-board. We took two trains and got off at South 

Kensington where the museum awaited us. 

Eventually, we arrived at the V&A; we dropped off our bags in a locker and went to the 

Renaissance room for our guided tour. The room was bright and filled with Anglo-

Saxon artefacts. Our guide showed us a brooch and it reminded us of a shield. We 

watched as she explained about the brooch and then we designed our own ones. After 

an hour we left that room full of knowledge. 

After lunch we reached the Constable room. We looked at his beautiful paintings. The 

shading was incredible and the detail was phenomenal. We saw paintings of Flatford 

Mill and Hampstead Heath. It made me very excited for when we go to Flatford. There 

was also some oil pastel work that was amazing and effective. The art was unique. 

Then it was time to go. We went to get our coats and bags, got on the train and went 

back to school. Everyone was really hot on the train and with legs aching we finally 

reached school. I would recommend going to the V&A because you get to learn about 

history in a fun way and you can learn so much about Anglo-Saxons in just one day!” 

Compilation of work written in class by students from Comaneci and Tendulkar. 
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St Michael’s was delighted to be invited to Haringey’s annual active 

travel celebration at Lillywhite House in early February this year. We 

joined 14 other schools and took part in activities, workshops and a 

presentation ceremony during the morning. Children met with council 

employees and police officers and were able to share their opinions on 

how they travel to and from school, and what would make their 

journey better. 

As a result of activities like these we are beginning to see results. 

Parking outside St Michael’s is now much improved thanks to our new 

signs; the percentage of children cycling, walking and scooting has 

risen; and recently we (and the other local schools) won an appeal to 

stop the proposal to build a new bus stand on North Road. 

We are currently working on an application to build another zebra 

crossing to make our pupils’ journeys to school even safer.  

At the TfL event we collected our Silver Award for sustainability, and 

are continuing to work towards Gold.  
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Year 5 visited the Ragged School 

Museum in East London just before 

half-term. This school was set up for 

poverty-stricken Victorian children 

by Dr Barnardo, and was one of the 

first to provide school meals for 

children who might not otherwise 

have eaten all day. The children 

were educated with a view to being able to earn a living, and although 

the teachers were strict by today’s standards, we learned that 

teachers were specifically instructed to be kind to the pupils, many of 

whom were traumatised by their experiences in and out of the 

workhouse. 

St Michael’s pupils had a workshop session  with Victorian artefacts, 

and then attended a mock lesson in the original classroom. 

Tam in Adams Class wrote, ” The teachers were very, and I mean 

very, STRICT. My favourite punishment was the cane. Naughty 

students got whipped with it and it HURT! I think the most cruel 

punishment was the Dunce’s hat. Did you know that Victorian times if 

you were poor and could not afford heating for you house, you could 

heat up a brick and put it in your bed? Trust me, it was not nice being 

poor in the Victorian era.” 

The Ragged School Museum has asked whether St Michael’s School , 

as a regular museum 

visitor, would be 

prepared to sponsor a 

desk to help the 

Museum carry out 

much needed repairs 

and keep the facility 

open. We are in 

discussion with the 

Museum at the 

moment as to how we 

can best assist. 
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STEM Week opened with a fantastic chemistry assembly, given 
by Dr Szydlo from Highgate School. 

Over the course of the week all of the classes took part in 
special lessons, trips, visits and workshops that explored STEM 
subjects. Thank you to everyone who helped make STEM week 
so enjoyable and educational for everyone. 

Nursery looked at links between maths and art by making 
Andy Goldsworthy inspired art in the school grounds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Reception classes enjoyed learning about synthesisers, 
which are used to sample and synthesise music.  

They got to look at some of the equipment used and were 
shown how to use it.  



ST
EM

 W
ee

k 
co

n
t.

 
STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) Week Cont. 
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Year 1 investigated and learnt about colour blindness by 
making glasses that made the world appear as it would to 
someone with colour blindness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elsewhere in Key Stage 1, Year 2 enjoyed learning about the 
chemistry behind how plants grow. They learnt about the 
affects of different amounts of water, sunlight and nutrients in 
an interactive lesson that got them up and about acting it out. 
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STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) Week Cont. 
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In Key Stage 2, Year 3 enjoyed a visit from an engineer, who 
taught them how electrical circuits work by making circuits of 
children in the classroom where the children played the parts 
of electrical components. 

 

Year 3 also learnt about how electricity is both important and 
harmful to the human body and even did a small experiment 
where they investigated what happens when a small electrical 
current is passed through a person! 
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STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) Week Cont. 
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Moving up through the school, Year 4 explored states of 
matter, looking at solids, liquids and gases and the differences 
between them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 also explored parabolic curves in maths. Using only 
straight rulers and maths skills they made beautiful curved 
patterns in lovely bright colours, linking maths to art. 
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STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) Week Cont. 
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Heard of STEM, but have you heard of STEAM? Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and Maths! 

It turns out there are a lot of links between STEM subjects and 
Art, and Year 5 explored this cross curricular link by making 
their own geometric art patterns, inspired by Kandinsky. 
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STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) Week Cont. 
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Focussing on the engineering aspect of STEM, Year 6 enjoyed 
a visit from a structural engineer and learnt about bridges.  

After studying some of the theory they had a go at making 
their own bridges, looking at and comparing strength and 
weight and working out what shapes were the strongest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After some trial and error the Year 6 pupils showed off their 
designs. 
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Online-Safety Awareness Workshop for Parents 

 

“Today’s children and young people are growing up in a digital world. As 

they grow older, it is crucial that they learn to balance the benefits 

offered by technology with a critical awareness of their own and other’s 

online behaviour, and develop effective strategies for staying safe and 

making a positive contribution online” (Education for a Connected World 

UKCCIS 2018)  

The aim of our workshop is for you to learn how we are supporting you in 

preparing your children for a digital life – looking at issues such as self 

image and identity, online relationships, online bullying , privacy and 

security and giving you a chance to participate in some of the lessons we 

will be teaching the children.   

The workshop will be run by Mary Rebelo, who is an Online Safety 

Ambassador for CEOP (the Child Exploitation and Online Protection 

Agency), part of the Online Safety subcommittee for the safeguarding 

board of the London Borough of Camden, and a ParentZone Digital 

Parenting Facilitator. She runs regular Online Safety workshops across 

the south east for pupils, parents and teachers. Mary will be working with 

your children in workshops on the day, so she will have some feedback 

for you about current trends at St Michael’s! 

The school would encourage as many parents as possible to attend the 

workshop as we know it will contain a lot of invaluable information on 

this important area. We are very keen for the message on Online Safety, 

from home and at school, to be as consistent as possible for all pupils. 

The workshop is on Wednesday 4th March. There are two opportunities 

to attend. 2.15 to 3.15pm or 6.00 to 7.00pm.   

If you are able to attend, please RSVP to:  

admin@stmichaelsn6.com 

Kind Regards, 

Adrian Braune, Computing Lead 



In 2017 we revised the school’s brand and visual 

identity in consultation with Parents, Governors, 

staff and children. Changes to our uniform came 

into effect September 2018 with a two year 

transition period in which children could wear the 

old or the new uniform. 

The two year transition period for the school 

uniform will come to an end in July 2020.  This 

means that in September 2020 the new school 

uniform will be compulsory 

All stock items with the school’s logo can be 

purchased though our uniform supplier—

Stevenson’s and details can be found on our 

website: www.stevensons.co.uk 

 

The new uniform consists of: 

 

 A white polo shirt with embroidered school 

logo  

 A navy blue v neck jumper or cardigan with 

grey piping and embroidered school logo  

 Navy blue trousers, shorts, pinafore, culottes 

or skirt  

 Navy or white socks/tights 

 Blue gingham summer dress 

 Black shoes – we are developing an 

increasingly active timetable and so all 

children need to wear footwear that is 

conducive to being active at all times.   

 PE Kit: Technical, non - crease top with 

embroidered school logo.  Navy shorts, navy 

tracksuit bottoms. Black or white plimsoles 

(indoors) trainers (outdoors)  

 Reading folder and PE bag with school logo – 

purchased through Scopay and collected from 

the office  

 

Page 15 February 2020, Issue 5 

School Uniform 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

It’s easy in the bleak mid-winter to lose heart a little bit, and to find the constant rain, the 
relentless spread of corona virus and the seemingly endless turmoil on the nightly news a bit 
wearying. After all, the Easter break is still almost six weeks away. And yet on a quiet afternoon 
recently I got a first-hand reminder of all that we have to be truly thankful for at St. Michael’s.  
 
In preparation for a pending Ofsted inspection, I had asked Mrs Gallagher for a ‘refresher tour’ of 
the school to get its real and intangible strengths firmly in mind again before the inevitable 
questions from the inspectors.  
 
Not being a parent governor gives you a slightly different perspective – away from the hurly burly 
of drop-offs and picks-ups, parents’ evenings, monitoring friendships and navigating WhatsApp 
channels – you do feel somewhat removed from the everyday life of the school. So for instance, I 
know that the school is well-managed, academically rigorous, financially prudent and an inclusive, 
happy and safe environment for our children. But, what do I feel when I walk through the 
grounds, visit the classrooms and talk with the pupils and teachers? 
 
The biggest thing I feel is that it all adds up. Together we really do create a special environment: 
an eco-system of learning that is productive, happy, relaxed, respectful, joined-up and massively 
creative.      
 
What do I mean by this? On the afternoon in question, sunshine was streaming through the trees 
– a real gem of a mid-winter day. Physically the school looked good – plenty of greenery, no litter 
or crowded hallways; plenty of activity and ‘good’ noise, no cluttered classrooms or tension 
between teachers and children.     
 
I saw plenty of smiling and lots of interaction. Display boards featuring music, physical education, 
computing, art, design and technology, science, history and geography work across all years from 
Reception to Year Six – showing an integrated approach to core subjects. 
 
Almost every room had boards or stations that highlighted core concepts and key words. There 
were special reading “forests” in classrooms. The science lab featured older pupils discussing the 
corona virus – ‘real-time’ teaching in addition to covering the core curriculum. In the art studio 
pupils were designing Egyptian artefacts and coffins for mummies, mirroring the learning they 
were getting in a history class. Sports trophies, academic awards and everywhere examples of 
pupil’s work decorating the hallways. It is not perfect, but it is child and learning centric. 
 
At my teenage daughter’s school last week, I caught up with a couple of old-time St. Michael’s 
parents who were reminiscing about the old days at St. Michael’s – how the atmosphere was 
perhaps even more gentle, laid-back and relaxed then. But when I asked them if they’d like to go 
back to those days - they were unequivocal: the school is more professional, with a better 
learning environment and better positioned now than ever before to deliver on the promise that 
a child’s future is created every day.     
 
As we slowly move towards Spring, it’s worth remembering the real progress we’re making.                                     
 

Mark Dailey 

Chair of Governors      
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Broken bones and injuries 

To allow your child to return to school safely after a serious 

injury we ask parents to call the school and make an 

appointment to meet with either Mrs Sorapure or Mrs Parker 

to carry out a risk assessment.  

This is so that we can put in place measures to support your 

child, like a buddy to carry their things, or special breaktime 

arrangements.  

 

Lost property is located in the green box under the 

arch by Reception — this is the place to look for any 

lost items. Please label all clothing items, bags and 

water bottles clearly to ensure items can be returned 

to the correct child before they end up in lost 

property. 
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Breakfast Club can be booked at a discount 

rate for a regular booking for the whole term, 

or used on a drop-in basis. 

Daily 7:45am to 8:45am Reception to Year 6 

If you wish to use Breakfast Club, please 

complete the Breakfast Club Agreement 

which is available on the school website. 

Breakfast Club 

Travel Sickness 

If your child is attending a school trip where coach 
travel is involved, and they require travel sickness 
medication, please visit the school office to fill in a 
short term care plan. 

This only takes a couple of minutes but it means 
that the staff on the trip know exactly what 
medication they will need to administer, the doses 
and the time. 

Teachers will be unable to administer travel sickness 
medication to children on a trip without this. N
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School Lunches 

The refreshed three-week 

menu can be found on the 

school website.  

Periodically, Harrisons renew 

their menu to ensure variety, 

and children are enjoying a 

new selection of meals. 
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7th Feb – Yr 2 Lombardi 

14th  Feb – Yr 2 MacArthur 

28th  Feb – Yr 5 Adams 

6th March – Yr 5 P-Mills 

13th March – Sports Relief  

27th  March – Nursery 

3rd  April – Joint Yr 6 

24th April – Yr 1 G-Thompson 

1st  May – Yr 1 Bolt 

8th May – Yr 4 Tendulkar 

15th May – Yr 6 Kim 

22nd  May – Yr 6 Owens 

5th June – TBC 

12th  June – Yr 4 Comaneci 

19th  June – Reception Bronze 

26th June – Reception Pele 

3rd  July – Yr 3 Simmonds 

10th July – Yr 3 Lomu 

17th July – TBC 

Cake Sale Dates 

Nursery & Reception Admissions 

We were delighted to show potential parents around our beautiful 

school in November.   

Our children did an excellent job as ambassadors; of taking parents 

around and showcasing the school.  

The Admissions 

deadline for 2020-

2021 has now passed.  

For late admissions 

queries, contact Miriam 

in the office on 
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