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Message from Mrs Gallagher 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope that you and your family are keeping well and are adjusting to the 

necessary steps and sacrifices to play our part in slowing the spread of the 

Coronavirus, to keep each other safe and enable the NHS and key workers to 

continue their vital work.  

 

In response to the pandemic and official guidance we have been required to 

make a significant number of changes at a rapid pace. Everyone is getting to 

grips with working and communicating at a distance. Here at school we are 

functioning as a skeletal model providing care for those children of workers 

critical to the COVID-19 response - who absolutely need to attend. Staff are 

adapting as best we can during these difficult circumstances; providing online 

resources for learning from home and helping everyone but especially the most 

vulnerable children and families.  

 

It is a very difficult time for all of us. The magnitude of it can be seen in this 

newsletter with all of the exciting events that had taken place prior to the 

closure, alongside all the events planned for the end of this term which have now 

been cancelled or postponed.  It is too early to say when school will resume to 

normal and the year group most affected by this is Year 6 as we will not be able 

to reschedule all of their activities. To date, we have rebooked PGL to take place 

in July and hope that this will be possible. I want to make it exceptionally clear 

that Year 6 pupils will have the opportunity to experience ‘leaving’ St. Michael’s 

and that all of the community will have the opportunity to say good bye to them 

and will keep you updated of these plans once we have more information 

regarding reopening. We are in the process of postponing the Year 4 Flatford trip 

to take place when the children are in Year 5, again we will keep you updated. 
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Unfortunately, we had to cancel our recent pupil progress meetings and 

it will not be possible to reschedule these as they are a record of your 

child’s mid - year progress and attainment. Teachers had written notes 

which they would usually give to parents at the end of the meeting – a 

record of the main points of the meeting. Although you will not have the 

opportunity to see your child’s work or discuss it with their teacher we 

felt it important to send you these notes. They will be sent to parents 

on Thursday and Friday this week. This will be a good opportunity to 

share and celebrate your child’s progress and achievements and give 

them a boost during their transition to online education. 

 

In addition to improving the experience of the children’s online 

education, we are looking at how we can best continue to operate as a 

‘remote’ community. One example is the Easter bonnets which will be 

on display on the website. Next, will be the Easter homework – more to 

follow from class Teachers.  The priority for all staff is the safety and 

well-being of all of the children, both when at school and when working 

remotely at home. Some parents have requested Teachers to take part 

in Zoom meetings and other online activities. We are all missing the 

children and would like nothing more than to be with them and teaching 

them however, there are a number of factors to consider including 

safeguarding and GDPR. Please bear with us as we put guidance and 

procedures in place before we make this request to staff. 

 

We know that this time of crisis is not going to be brief but it will end. 

We are involved in strange and sometimes stressful days. We 

encourage each other and work together to find the best way forward 

for all of us. Our thoughts and prayers go out to those affected directly 

or indirectly by the Coronavirus pandemic. 

 

Take care and send all of our love to the children. 

 

Best wishes, 

Geraldine Gallagher 

Headteacher 
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Open up the internet browser of your choice (ex: Google Chrome, Safari, Mi-
crosoft Edge) and type in https://www.lgfl.net/services/myhomework 
 
Tip: If you bookmark the website after you’ve opened it, 
it will be much easier to get to next time! You can book-
mark a website by clicking the star in the upper right 
hand corner. On a PC it looks like this: 

 
Look for where it says launch service, click the link 

and it will open a new tab. 

 

On the new tab, you will see a screen that looks 

like this screen to the right hand side. 

Put in your username and password given to 

you by the school. If you do not know it please 

check the email accounts of both parents, and if 

you still cannot find it please contact the school 

office.  

Once logged in, you will need to navigate to the 

correct part of the site to see a list of the work 

assigned to you by your teacher. 

If you go to the 'status' drop down menu on the 

left hand side of the page and select 'all due', 

you should then be able to see everything that 

we have set.  

 

On this page you can see what tasks you have to do, what subject they are 

and when they need to be completed. If you cannot see all the work that 

should be there, make sure you have clicked on ‘all’ for subject and status.  

To get more information about the tasks set for you, click 

on any of the tasks on the list. A new page will open up 

which will give you all the information you need to know 

about the task.  

There is also a resources section at the bottom of the 

page; this is where your teachers will upload the work you 

must complete.  

https://www.lgfl.net/services/myhomework
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After you complete your work set by your teacher, you need to submit it for 

them to see. You can do this by finding the submission section on the same 

page where you received the work. Click on upload homework. 

 

Next, click on upload files to submit a picture or a document of your work. 

Don’t forget to click submit once you have uploaded all of your homework 

files. 

 

Colour Coding of work: The default colour is blue. When work is close to 

its deadline, the colour is orange. When it is submitted it is purple. When 

marked, it is green. Any overdue work that has not been submitted is red 

and work can no longer be submitted. 
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Easter Bonnets 
 
Please send in photos of your child’s 
Easter Bonnet creation to the school  
office so that they can be shared later 
in the year and put on the school web-
site. We will have a virtual parade as 
opposed to a physical Easter parade 
this year.  

Submit your 
home learning 
 
Submit your brilliant 
home learning on LGFL 
and teachers will 
choose good examples 
to feature in the news 
letter each month. 



Page 6 March 2020, Issue 6 

St David’s Day Assembly 

To celebrate St. David's day this year, the whole school wore yellow - the 
colour of daffodils and the the colour of the St. David's House. Assembly 
was lead by Mrs. Awen Duggin, Mr. Davenport, the children of MacArthur 
and some of the Welsh speaking children of the St. Michael's. Together we 
learnt about the life of St. David and sang a number of songs in Welsh. 

 
China Assembly 

 
On 11th March we had a special visitor, 
Niamh Mealey, who lead assembly. Niamh 
was a class teacher at St. Michael’s and left 
in the summer of 2017 to teach in 
China. Niamh spoke to the children about 
China – the geography, language, foods, 
internet, apps and the school where she 
teaches.  
 
She spoke to them about the measures the 
government took to contain the virus 
including the closure of schools and her 
return to the UK and how she has continued 
to teach her pupils online during the eight 
weeks whilst was in the UK. She told the 
children about the measures which will be in 
place when she returns to China- two weeks 
of isolation, testing and then returning to 
school. Niamh gave the children an 
important message which was to try not to 
worry. Thank you to Miss Mealey for an 
informative and reassuring assembly. We 
look forward to hearing an update from her 
soon.  
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Panto 

Thank you to absolutely everyone who took part in this year's fantastic 

Pantomime, Jack and the Beanstalk, and to those that came to see it. It was 

amazing to see our 

staff, children and 

parents give up so 

much time, energy and 

dedication to the 

show.   

Many of our ex pupils 

came back to help with 

lighting, costumes, 

props and set too - it is 

a really special time and 

one that we want to 

continue.  

 

Please listen out for the call next 

year as we need this fantastic event 

to continue for new talent to shine!   

The home-grown show ran for 3 

days and 4 performances, giving 

our pupils the chance to be involved 

on stage, backstage and front of 

house of a live performance, which 

is a wonderful experience for them 

to have. 

Keep your ears 

open to decide 

what next year’s 

pantomime will 

be! 
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Year 4 Steve McQueen Trip 

 

Last year our Y3 pupils took part in a national project, led by the artist 

Steve McQueen. The project involved collecting photos of all of the Nation’s 

Year 3 classes and compiling them. This year our Year 4s went to the 

National Gallery to find themselves and take part in some workshops. 
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Year 1 Bolt Class Assembly: Kings and Queens 

Bolt Class have been learning about Kings and Queens this term. We have 

really enjoyed studying Henry VIII and his six wives, discovering all about 

the lives of the Tudors and even getting to visit Hampton Court! We loved 

visiting the home of Henry VIII and getting a tour of this amazing 

destination. We were lucky enough to attend a talk on Tudor people and 

their lifestyles and learnt about what they ate, what they wore and the 

difference between rich and poor people's lives in Tudor times. Our 

assembly showed the audience everything we have been learning about. We 

enjoyed learning our lines, writing a song and dressing up in Tudor clothing. 

 

Year 4 Tendulkar Class Assembly:  

Thank you parents for coming to see Tendulkar's class assembly.  The 

children planned and wrote the assembly all about the things the love about 

school.  They showed their love of reading, art, PE, trips and seeing their 

friends every day. We hope you enjoyed getting to see an insight into all the 

different things our class has enjoyed studying so far this year.  The 

children put in a huge amount of energy and effort into the assembly and 

loved performing to everyone.  Well done class Tendulkar.    C
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Haringey Cross Country 

A squad of 12 Year 5-6 pupils made 
the journey to the annual Haringey 
Primary School Championships on 
the 27th February.  

Despite the wettest February on 
record and therefore very boggy 
conditions, a huge field of boys and 
girls took part over a tough 2km 
course at the New River Stadium.  

Well done to all our magnificent 
team who battled through and all 
completed the course. And if that 
wasn't amazing enough, the boys 
A team came an amazing 2nd place 
overall out of 30 school teams. Well 

done to Matthew (Y5) for coming 8th out of 147 runners. Also to Jasper 
(Y6) who came 16th, William (Y5) 18th, and George (Y6) who came 24th. 
Well done to Jayden, Josh, Alex, Reimann, and Joseph (all Y5) who also 
finished the course in very respectable positions. The girls team were led by 
our Haringey representative Mia from Y6 who finished a brilliant 4th from 
102 girls. Well done to Hannah (Y5) and Trixie (Y6) who finished in the top 
50.  St. Michael's are very proud of you all. 

PE at Home 
 
There is a vast array of online activities that will help to keep all fit whilst 
home-schooling. Try to make sure you exercise for at least 30 minutes a 
day if you can but ideally try to make it an hour.  

As well as going for a walk, cycle, or run (if permitted) you could join Joe 
Wicks at 9 a.m. every school day for his daily workout via You Tube. This is 
a great way of starting off the day and boost those energy levels for your 
studies.  

At school we regularly use Go Noodle; a free online collection of fun and 
crazy workouts, songs, and dances for movement and mindfulness. Go 
Noodle inspires all children to be active and mindful with a wide range of 
offerings that appeal to children's different ages, interests, skills and 
abilities.  

There are also an abundance of fitness 
videos on You Tube including some 5 a 
Day TV sessions and Moe Jones' kids 
workouts. There is in fact a whole world 
of online exercise videos at your 
disposal.  And don't forget Yoga which is 
excellent for mind and body (Cosmic 
Kids' Yoga is fantastic for EYFS/KS1). 
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Haringey Gymnastics 

On the 11th and 12th of March St Michael’s sent two teams to the Haringey 

Gymnastics Tournament. The tournaments were kindly hosted by Hornsey 

School for Girls and saw up to 14 different primary schools take part.  

The competition involved three elements: Body Management; Floor Routine 

and Vault. Everyone did very well to memorise the routines in a short space 

of time and although there was the occasional slip up the teams did well and 

came within 10 points of first place!  
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Keeping Children Safe Online 
 
TEAM: TALK EXPLORE AGREE MANAGE 

 Keep yourself informed 

 Speak to the child about their use of the Internet 

 Help them to find suitable websites, games and apps for schoolwork 

and play, and have fun 

 Agree some ground rules about what they can do online and when 

 Ensure they know how to deal with any difficulties they come across 

 

Useful Websites 

 Net Aware http://www.net-aware.org.uk/ A guide to social networks, 

games, age ratings, good and bad points. From the NSPCC and O2 

 ThinkUKnow Resources https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ This 

site aims to make online parenting simple, facts for you as a parent 

and lots videos to watch with your child. 

 Childnet http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers Whether 

you’re puzzled by parental controls or would like to know more 

about gaming, this can help. Also leaflets in different languages. 

 BBC Own It https://www.bbc.com/ownit for young people taking 

control of their online life – includes info about the Own It App, 

which comes with a special keyboard which gives helpful tips and 

friendly advice as you write! 

 Common Sense Media www.commonsensemedia.org/Family friendly 

ratings and reviews on movies, TV, games, music, websites, and 

books. Includes ratings of potentially offensive content by category. 

 

BLOCKING, FILTERING and RESTRICTIONS 

You can set parent controls on your PC and http://

www.internetmatters.org/ has very clear guides on how to do this. Many 

mobile phones now have built in parent controls with screen time and 

app restrictions . However no block, filter or parental control tool is 100% 

effective, and many of the risks that young people face online are 

because of their own and other’s behaviour. There are some steps you 

may wish to take to protect them on your family equipment and devices. 

But remember that your child can access the internet elsewhere and on 

other devices : at friend’s houses, wifi in hotspots, and good education 

and knowledge about the risks are still vitally important. 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

This month’s letter comes at a very different time for St. Michael’s School. Last 

month I wrote about taking a mid-winter tour of the school on a brilliantly sunny 

day in the run-up to a pending OFSTED inspection. Of how much we had to be 

thankful for and seeing tangible evidence of the real progress we are making. 

  

Of course, all of that is still true – but what drastically different conditions we 

are in now. The school shut down for most children 2 weeks before the Easter 

holidays commenced and will stay open only for key worker’s children and 

vulnerable students. No one knows when the school will fully open again or how 

long the wider social distancing measures will be in place. 

  

The pressure this has put on Mrs Gallagher, the senior leadership team, 

teachers and staff is very significant indeed.  There have been more illnesses 

than usual – not directly related to Covid 19 – but there has been some 

precautionary self-isolating and of course seasonal and stress-related illnesses. 

Scheduling remains a key issue – with fewer staff and teachers, routines and 

schedules need to be juggled. The adaptation many have made to working 

remotely from home has been very smooth and professional. 

  

During our governors meeting held virtually last week we called for a special 

vote of thanks and confidence in Mrs. Gallagher to be minuted. I have known 

Geraldine for seven years now and seen her perform in all sorts of conditions 

and I can say she is doing all she can to offer strong, calm and decisive 

leadership to the entire school community during this difficult time. The physical 

strain is understandably there, but all governors have been mightily impressed 

by her dedication, grace under pressure, clear thinking and calm demeanour. 

She is the right person to be at the helm in such a time. 

   

Finally, safeguarding is always a primary concern for every school. During these 

times, we are staying vigilant and updating our policies and procedures as 

needed. Please read the new E-safety guidance from governors that Mrs 

Gallagher has sent directly to you. 

 

On behalf of all governors, I would like to thank you for the support you have 

shown and continue to show St. Michael’s School. For your patience as we 

navigate our way through these challenges. And for the kindness you have 

shown to teachers and staff. I wish all of you the blessings of the Easter season. 

  

Mark Dailey 

Chair of Governors      
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