
Wednesday 22nd April 2020 

LO: To know how to recognise the structure of well-known stories.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simple Story Structure by Pixar 

Once upon time there was… 

This doesn’t mean you literally need to write ‘Once upon a time’. It’s just reminding us to 

set the scene. Who is the main character? 

Every day… 

What is life like for the main character? What are they passionate about? What are their 

flaws? 

Until one day… 

This is the KABOOM part mentioned in the video. Something comes along and turns the 

main character’s world upside down. What is it? 

Because of that… 

Your character makes a choice – perhaps it’s the wrong choice or one that 

is completely out of their comfort zone.  

Because of that… 

What does this choice lead to? What happens next?  

Until finally… 

This is your conclusion – how does it all end? What has your 

character learned? How has their life changed?  

 

First of all, apologies if the next three days look a little different to the original 

timetable. Instead we will be looking at story structure today, character 

tomorrow and setting on Friday.  

Storytelling can be really hard! Where do you begin? Where do you end? And 

how do you fill up all that space in the middle? Michael Arndt is a screenwriter 

who has written the scripts for Toy Story 3, The Incredibles 2 and Star Wars: The 

Force Awakens.  

He created a video to share everything he learned about structuring a good 

story. Watch the clip below... 

https://youtu.be/A6mSdlfpYLU 

 

https://youtu.be/A6mSdlfpYLU


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 

Once upon a time, there was a boy called Harry Potter. Every day he dreamed of being 
someone different because he was mistreated by his adoptive parents. Until one day, he 
discovered he was a wizard. Because of that, he accepts his place at Hogwarts School of 
Witchcraft and Wizardry and learns all about who he really is. Because of that, he finds out 
he is the arch nemesis of Lord Voldemort – an evil wizard who is looking for the 
Philosopher’s Stone, which he must find before Voldemort does. Until finally he defeats 
Voldemort (for now), finds the Philosopher’s Stone and the school year ends happily. Harry 
has found the friends and family he has always wanted.  

The Wizard of Oz 

Once upon a time, there was a girl called Dorothy who lives in Kansas. Every day she feels 
unloved, ignored, and dreams of a better place, ‘somewhere over the rainbow’. Until one 
day, there is a tornado that transports Dorothy a long way away from home. Because of 
that, she decides to travel to the Emerald City to meet a Wizard who can help her get 
back. Because of that, she finds out about the Wicked Witch of the West who wants to find 
her and kill her. Until finally, she defeats the Wicked Witch and discovers her ruby slippers 
are the key to getting home. She taps her heels together and returns to Kansas, realising 
there is ‘No place like home’. 

The Hobbit 

Once upon a time, there was a Hobbit called Bilbo. Every day, he relaxed in a quaint and 
pretty part of the countryside in Middle Earth. He enjoyed eating food and wanted 
absolutely nothing to do with adventures. Until one day, he is visited by a wizard called 
Gandalf, who asks him to accompany some dwarves as their thief. Because of that, he 
decides to journey with the dwarfs to help steal their gold back from a dragon. Because of 
that, he gets caught up in a huge battle on the foot of The Lonely Mountain. Until finally, 
the battle is won and Bilbo returns home rich with memories and (a little) gold!  

Your Task! 

You will need to fit three stories you know well into the Pixar Story 

Structure.  

You can complete this on the attached worksheet, on a Word document or 

in a notebook. For lots of stories, you will need to simplify them A LOT! 

That’s OK, just think of the basic structure and the important events.  

 

I have written three examples below to help. If you are struggling to think 

of stories to choose, I have made a list of ones you might know.  

 

 

- Jack and the 

Beanstalk 

- Cinderella 

- Little Red Riding 

Hood  

- The Blue Umbrella 

from yesterday’s 

work! 

- The Promise 

- The Little Mermaid 

- Fantastic Mr. Fox 

- The Lion, the Witch 

and the Wardrobe 

 


