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Message from our Head of School

Hello and welcome to our first newsletter of the year. 

The pupils have settled in well and it’s a real pleasure  
to see you all every day, especially when the children  
smile and say good morning and now some are  
confidently asking “How are you today Mrs Sorapure?”  

We are all so proud to see how they have gained their independence.  

•  Please note that after half term the school day will now start as before 
at 8:50 and will finish at 3:30pm
 
We are safely and slowly rebuilding our school community with many crea-
tive educational events.  Year Four led the collective Worship at St Michael’s 
Church and both Year Six had their family assemblies which were very inspir-
ing about what it means to be brave.   

The history week was a wonderful creative week finishing with the unveiling of 
the timeline and an exciting dress up day. Many parents spoke to me saying 
how happy their children were coming into school dressed up as a Viking, a 
suffragette or even a dinosaur. Thank you to the staff for their creative plan-
ning for the whole week. 
 
The SMSA held their quiz night on Thursday with Mr Holt as compere. Thank 
you to all those parents, pupils and staff that made a valuable contribution 
and we look forward to many more. 



As you may know school has been around since 1852. We are lucky to have 
so much history right under our feet. Thank you to Mrs Panayi who sent me 
this photograph of the Home Guard in our EYFS playground just after the 2nd 
World War, you can even see the air raid shelter at the back , now replaced by 
a cosy reading shed. 

With warm wishes for the year ahead,

Fran Sorapure
Fran Sorapure
Head of School

The Crown actor Victoria Hamilton unveiling the new timeline with KS2 pupils



Dates for the Diary

Date Event
Thur 4th November Year 2 Tower of London Trip
Wed 10th to Fri 12th October Year 5 Flatford Residential Trip
Wed 3rd November Open Morning 1 for Prospective Parents
Tue 9th November Open Morning 2 for Prospective Parents
Tue 9th November Parent’s Evening 1 for all years except 5
Thur 11th November Parent’s Evening 2 for all years except 5
Thur 11th November Haringey Tag Rugby Tournament
Fri 12th November Influenza Vaccinations
Tue 16th November Parent’s Evening 1 for Year 5
Thur 18th November Parent’s Evening 2 for Year 5
Wed 15th December Last day of Autumn Term (early finish)
Tue 4th January First day of Spring Term
Mon 14th to Fri 18th February Spring Half Term
Friday 1st April Last day of Spring Term
Tue 19th April First day of Summer Term
Thur 5th May Day off for Polling Day/ Queen’s Jubilee
Mon 30th May to Fri 3rd June May Half Term
Mon 6th to 10th Jun Year 6 PGL Residential Trip
Friday 22nd July Last day of Summer Term

Attendance Matters

Our current school attendance is 96.7% with  
Ashman Class the highest at 98.4%, well done.  
We understand as the winter creeps in our children  
get minor colds and sniffles, we appreciate that  
you are doing all you can to keep your child safe.
  
The staff are working continually to help all children with their wellbeing and 
academic progress and pupils daily attendance is so important. Authorisation to 
take your child out of school during term time is at the discretion of the Execu-
tive Head Teacher and holidays during term time cannot be authorised.

Please use the exceptional leave request form and return it to the office. You 
will receive a reply within ten working days so please allow time for your re-
quest to be considered. You can find the forms on the school website.



Does my child need to stay at home?

If your child has, or has had, symptoms of Covid-19 they must self isolate and get 
a PCR test. They must continue to self isolate until the PCR test result comes back 
negative.

If your child is a close contact of positive case they can continue to come to school 
if they do not have symptoms while they await the result of their PCR test.

If you are in any doubt, please speak to the school office before your child returns 
to school.

If your child tests positive at any point over the half term break, please notify us 
here: 

https://stmichaelsn6.com/covid-19-report-form/

The form can be found at the top of our website’s homepage.

We need to know so that we can contact trace appropriately but also so that we 
can best support your child in the next half term, if they are going to be absent.

Half Term - notifying us of a positive case

Symptomatic - PCR only

If your child has a symptom of Covid-19 you need to use a government PCR test. 
Do not use an LFT test to provide reassurance, as you should be using the more 
sensitve PCR test, and a false negative result from an LFT could give the impres-
sion that you do not have Covid 19.

- - 

Asymptomatic - LFT only

If your child is asymptomatic then regular LFT testing is encouraged. Do not use 
PCR tests if you are asymptomatic.

- - 

If you have any questions please contact the school office.

PCR or LFT?



Michaelmas Service

At the end of September each year we celebrate Michaelmas, when the Archan-
gel Michael is honoured for defeating Lucifer in the War in Heaven. 

At St Michael’s our Year 4 classes traditionally lead this service, and as last 
year’s service was cancelled we were especially pleased that Year 4 were able 
to return to St Michael’s Church this year. The service was very enjoyable and it 
was a good experienc for Year 4 to sing and talk to a live audience.

Many thanks to all the staff who coordinated the service, and to all family 
members who attended on the day.



Our new running track: Work has started!

There is still time to donate if 
you have not already. Head to 
gofundme.com/trekforthetrack to 
make a donation.

Many thanks to everyone who 
has donated so far. We have 
been blown away by the support 
you have shown.

Work has started on our new Daily Mile running track. We hope that it will be 
“up and running” after half term. Check out these photos!



Notes from the Office

Time to order your photos

If you have not ordered your child’s portraits 
yet, please do so. Please check your emails for 
an invitation to order from Tempest.

Photos will then be sent to the school and dis-
tributed to your child in class. If you have any 
questions please contact Tempest directly.

Jubilee Holiday and polling day Thursday 5th May 2022

School staff have been awarded a day off school to celebrate the Queen’s Ju-
bilee. As school is closed for polling day on Thursday 5th May anyway, St Mi-
chael’s staff will take this day off then, so there will be no in-person or remote 
education on Thursday 5th May.

Pupil Handbook

Please ensure you have 
read the pupil hand-
book which went out on 
Monday this week.



Nursery Blake

This week in Nursery we have been reading Elmer. 
 
We love Elmer’s colourful patchwork, and we worked together choosing our fa-
vourite colours to make our own giant Elmer. 
 
Some of the children also designed their own small elephants. 
Well done to all the Nursery children for a great start to the the year!



On Monday 11th of October, the Haringey Hi 5 netball tournament was 
held at Highgate School. 

Twenty schools competed in the tournament. St Michael’s two teams 
came  5th and 6th overall. All players did exceptionally well and tried 
their best.  It was a strange yet very fun experience for the netball 
players as it was their first competitive match. Holly from Year 6 said 
that it was really nice to see everyone play as a team. Even though it 
was nerve racking, everyone had an amazing time. 

Big thanks to Miss Taglight and Helen Franks for coaching our netball 
team. Congratulations to the girls that competed who were Holly, Isla, 
Molly, Isabel, Louisa, Nina, Bella, Elise, Tifenn, Saskia, Fiamma, Ath-
ena, Maia, Mabli and Mazie. Unfortunately one of the team members 
Martina could not compete due to her wrist injury though we all think 
she would have done brilliantly.

By Mia (Sports Media) with help from Holly (Sports Ambassador)
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Charity update - supporting our local foodbank

As the winter months approach the use of foodbanks increases. We will be restart-
ing our regular Friday collection to support the Ringcross community centre.

Please continue to give donations of food as generously as you can. Drop your do-
nations off at 76 North Road before school on Fridays, where one of our fami-
lies has kindly agreed to make their front garden available for this - thank you. 

If you prefer, you can donate through the paypal link: 
https://paypal.me/pools/c/8nDnySd03r

All our donations are delivered to the Ringcross Community Centre Food Bank. 

Ringcross Community Centre, Islington has faced a dramatic increase in the need 
for it’s services. In their own words - 

“Before lockdown, 6-15 families a day used the Ringcross Community Centre 
Foodbank in Islington. The number of people in crisis continues to climb and now 
we are supporting over 500 households, helping to feed 900 adults and almost 
500 children. People who have never joined a food bank queue before are now 
finding they are unable to support their families and arriving on the doorstep of 
the centre.”

Food, toiletries and household cleaning products are gratefully accepted. Here is a 
list of what is most and regularly needed:

Currently most needed
• tinned fish
• tinned meat
• breakfast cereals
• long-life milk
• instant coffee
• tinned tomatoes
 
Regularly needed
• tinned meat
• tinned fish
• tinned fruit
• tinned tomatoes
• tinned vegetables
• tinned rice pudding
• pasta sauce
• cooking oil

Our Friday Food Bank Collection is in a unique position to be able to collect do-
nations and deliver on the same day, therefore, dairy, fresh meat, eggs, fruit and 
vegetables are always gratefully received. 



Reception Mozart

This term Mozart class have been busy making new friends and learning about 
about themselves. First the children began exploring their own faces using mir-
rors, before learning how to draw and paint their own self portrait. These are now 
proudly displayed in the EYFS hallway. 

The children have also been learning how to fuel their body with food and which 
foods are healthy and unhealthy. The children have been learning about personal 
hygiene and how to take care of themselves through the hilarious book ‘Doctor 
Dog’. 

The children have started their phonics lessons and are looking forward to taking 
home phonics reading books after half term.



Reception Brahms

This term, Brahms class have been incredibly busy exploring new things and 
making friends. The children have learnt all about personal hygiene and how to 
make healthier choices when it comes to food. They have explored differences 
and similarities and looked at where people live all around the world. The chil-
dren have also been learning about the people who help us. They really enjoyed 
becoming doctors for the day and even had a go at inventing some of their own 
“magic tools to look after people.” 

We have read lots of different stories and talked about many of our favourite 
characters. The children are very excited to start bringing phonics books home 
after half term to share with all their grown ups! 
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St. Michael’s boys mainly from Year 6 competed at the Haringey 6 
-a-side football tournament on Thursday 30th September at the Power-
league, Colney Hatch Lane. It was thrilling to see competitive football 
back in the calendar and the boys wasted no time in showing their skills 
and enthusiasm in matches against schools from across Haringey. Two 
teams competed with mixed success in the morning. One thing for sure 
was that all of the boys’ attitude throughout was first class and they 
never let their heads drop even in defeat. 

By the end of the morning, teams were divided into two competitions 
with the more successful schools competing for a cup in the afternoon. 
Both of our teams entered an alternative ‘plate’ competition and com-
peted brilliantly scoring a hatful of goals along the way. One of our 
teams managed to get through to the final after beating another school 
8-1. In the final, despite dominating play St. Michael’s unfortunately lost 
1-0 after a breakaway goal was scored. 

All of the boys were winners in the eyes of the teachers and parents that 
attended. Their sportsmanship and desire to learn from mistakes from 
excellent. Well done Lorenzo, Oscar, Giorgio, Flynn, Sam W, Sam M, 
Joel, Jonny, Joseph, Matteo, Elton, Julian, Attila, Nye, Oliver & Ivan.

On Friday 1st Oct 15 Year 5 & 6 girls travelled to Powerleague on Colney Hatch 
Lane to compete in the Haringey girl’s football tournament. 

The tournament consisted of girls from all over Haringey and St Michaels had 
enough skilled footballers to make up two fantastic teams. 

Both teams worked incredibly hard and showed our school values throughout the 
competition. All the girls enjoyed success in winning at least one match each, 
lots of individuals managing to get themselves on the scoresheet and one of our 
teams even winning a three-way penalty shootout to advance from their group. 

With every game that passed the girls improved their football skills and this 
invaluable experience taught them many useful lessons on how to compete as a 
team which will help with future tournaments - well done girls! 

Well done Fiamma, Maddie, Louisa, Martina, Clara, Alexandra, Mabli, Mathilda, 
Sylvie, Darcy, Srna, Georgina, Annabella, Eleanor & Bella for competing.



Year One have been touring the school getting to know our surround-
ings. We have been creating maps including our journey to school and a 
map of the actual school itself. 

The children really enjoyed following compass directions, recognising 
map symbols and plotting routes to key places in the school. Next week 
we will be learning about our local area and plotting routes to the local 
Highgate hotspots.

Year 1 Europe
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Smyth Class have been investigating and comparing numbers. We 
learned about evens and odds using numicon and completed pattern 
challenges to explore the differences between the two different types of 
numbers.

You can see the numicon in the photographs below. Numicon is a com-
mon resource used in KS1 and helps children learn about the funda-
mental properties of numbers, essential building blocks for developing 
their mathematic skills further.



Highgate Football

16 Year 4 students, both boys and girls, were selected to participate in the High-
gate Football Festival at Highgate school on a Saturday this term. The festival was 
a fantastic opportunity for players, of all abilities, to compete and develop their 
football skills. 

We entered two teams that represented the school played fantastically well getting 
wins and scoring a lot of outstanding team goals. One of our teams even went on 
to win an award for fair play. 

However it was the way both teams showed incredible durability, enthusiasm and 
sportsmanship that really stood out. Even when they were down, against tough 
opposition or even playing out of position all of the children gave 100%, following 
our schools values of endurance and koinonia. I am very proud of how all the chil-
dren played and improved throughout the tournament, we are looking forward to 
future games and more success!!
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Ashman class have had a brilliant month supporting our UNCRC Article 
30 the right to enjoy minority and indigenous languages and cultures. 

The children have learnt to sing a variety of songs in Welsh and in PE 
have been learning the basics of Scottish Country Dancing.

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child has 54 ar-
ticles that cover all aspects of a child’s life and set out the civil, polit-
ical, economic, social and cultural rights that all children everywhere 
are entitled to. It also explains how adults and governments must 
work together to make sure all children can enjoy all their rights.

Every child has rights, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, lan-
guage, abilities or any other status.

The Convention must be seen as a whole: all the rights are linked and 
no right is more important that another. The right to relax and play 
(Article 31) and the right to freedom of expression (Article 13) have 
equal importance as the right to be safe from violence (Article 19) and 
the right to education (Article 28).

The UNCRC is also the most widely ratified human rights treaty in the 
world – it’s even been accepted by non-state entities, such as the Su-
dan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA), a rebel movement in South Su-
dan. All UN member states except for the United States have ratified 
the Convention. The Convention came into force in the UK in 1992.



In Y2 Sherman class we are learning about The Great Fire of London. 
The class watched a small fire to understand the elements that is need-
ed for fire to take place. Thank you to Mr Coffield for his help with the 
lesson. The class learned about the fire triangle and how oxygen, heat 
and fuel are all needed for fire to continue. We wrote about how the 
Great Fire of London spread through London due to the wooden con-
struction of buildings at the time.

Year 2 S
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an



Angling Update

As part of the school’s committment to developing cross-curricular links we organ-
ised a series of Angling sessions with the Highgate and Hamstead Angling Socie-
ty. Pupils learned about the different fish in the Hampstead Ponds from the tutors 
and caught perch, roach and bream, and even caught some crayfish. The children 
learned how to put maggots on the hooks, cast and return fish, earning their  
Level 1 Get Fishing Award. The sessions will return in Summer 2022 for Year 4.
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Year 3 have been learning about the Stone Age and have had a go at making 
their own Stonehenge structures. They discovered it is quite hard work to move 
blocks just a fraction of the weight of the Stonehenge bluestones!

‘I loved moving the ‘bluestones’ in boxes with logs in them.’ - Matilda
‘I learned that the Stone Age is further back in time than I thought.’ - Isabelle
‘I learned that fire was very important for people.’ - Lara
‘I liked roasting marshmallows and dressing up as a famous person.’ - Saffron
‘I really enjoyed making Stonehenge using multilink.’ - Hudson
‘I enjoyed visiting the timeline and showing our pictures to our parents.’ - Ava



History Week
In September the whole school focussed on learning History for a week. 

We celebrated by opening the timeline in the Infant Playground and were pleased 
to welcome parents on site to have a look. We were even featured in the Ham & 
High! Throughout the week every class had lessons relating to History, including, 
where possible, their English and Maths lessons too. Enjoy these photographs.



Year 4 Jones
Class Jones hit the ground running and did a brilliant job working with 
class Ma to produce and perform an excellent Michaelmas Service.  In 
addition to this they have begun their Whole Class Instrument Teaching 
(WCIT).  All the children picked up the skills very quickly.  

The children have been exploring the main character from their focus 
text, The Lost Happy Endings, using techniques such as role on the 
wall.  They have also been writing some very vivid story settings.

In preparation for their Highgate football tournament, the children have 
been developing their passing and dribbling skills in PE.

At the end of each week the  
children take time to reflect on  
their week and share their best  
moments with the class.  These  
‘what went well’ notes give them  
time to look back, and appreciate  
the past week.
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Year 4 Ma class have been learning about the Battle of Hastings. During 
history week we recreated the battle in our costumes which was very 
dramatic!

We have also made Saxon shields which you can see in the pictures 
below. First we drew designs for our shields before cutting our lifesize 
models in cardboard and painting them. Even these cardboard mod-
els were surprisingly heavy so we can only imagine what a real shield 
would feel like!

During PE we have been practicing fundamental movement skills in 
football. We have been learning dribbling, control, passing and learning 
to hook the ball to be better defenders.



Music Lessons & Whole Class Instrument Teaching

St Michael’s is a very musical school. We are blessed to have a number of musical 
teaching spaces and regular music teachers. Extra curricular music lessons are or-
ganised through the Haringey Music Service. Please make enquiries to them, here:  

https://www.haringey.gov.uk/children-and-families/schools-and-education/servic-
es-pupils/haringey-music-service

Pupils in Year 4 enjoy Whole Class Instrument Teaching (WCIT) in either trumpet, 
clarinet, cello or violin. Have a look at these photos below to see what their les-
sons look like.



A group of excited, enthusiastic and athletic Year 5-6 boys and girls 
travelled to the New River Stadium on Wednesday 22nd September. 
The event held over a 2.6 km course started and finished on the track 
whilst venturing over adjacent fields in-between. For St Michael’s it 
turned out to be a very successful day indeed.

Well done to all our competitors for completing the course with great 
endurance and determination. St Michael’s had several runners near 
the front in their respective races and we wait now for the final results 
to find out school positions. However, there were two particularly out-
standing performers to note. 

Congratulations to Alexandra in Year 5 (Parton Class) for coming 1st 
place in the girls’ race which had in the region of 120 girls competing 
from all over Haringey. She kept up with the ‘hare’ right from the start 
and took the lead to leave the rest of the field behind her in a fantas-
tic performance. Another almighty congratulations to Elton Y6 (Glen-
nie Class) who finished 5th out of 100+ boys. His stamina and persis-
tence was admirable in a strong field. 

Special mention also to Elise and Isla (Y6) who finished 15th and 16th 
respectively in the girls’ race and Ines, Marlene, Holly B, Clara, Marti-
na, Stefan, Nye, Joseph, Lorenzo and Rudy for finishing the race and 
representing St Michael’s so enthusiastically and with great pride.
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This half term in PSHE, Parton class have been looking at mental health 
and the way we speak to ourselves. 

We discussed the idea that we can change our thoughts through con-
scious choices of our words. We came up with some fixed mindset state-
ments that we often told ourselves such as “I’m no good at this” and “I 
keep making mistakes”. 

Then we looked at how to reframe these using a growth mindset ap-
proach for example “I will improve if I try my hardest” and “Mistakes help 
me to learn”. 

We are encouraging each other to change our words and consequently 
our mindset.  

Year 5 Parton
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This term Year 5 have been learning about Greek myths and gods. 

We have studied stories about Hades, Pandora, Athena and many 
more. Greek myths always have a message behind them, for exam-
ple the story of Medusa teaches us to not be vain and Pandora’s box 
teaches us to listen to each other. We even got the opportunity to 
write our very own Greek myths. Here is an extract written by a stu-
dent:

The sadness and lightness of the underworld was almost infectious. 
It was lonely and spirit sucking and the only thing you could hear for 
miles around was the wailing of depressed souls. 

It was gloomy and misty with a red bubbling froth spurting out of the 
crumbling ground. Ash coated cliffs loomed ahead in the shadowy dis-
tance...



Transport for London Gold Accreditation!

St Michaels has been awarded Gold Accreditation by Transport for London for our 
excellent progress in making the school safer, more sustainable and more active.

Over the past 4 years we have been making endless improvements to the way we 
support children to travel to and from school sustainably, and over that period we 
have recorded a consistent, year on year, drop in the number of children travelling 
to school by private vehicle. Last term only 18% of children travelled to school in a 
private vehicle, compared with 31% at the same time of year in 2017.

As the weather gets colder and darker, please do keep active. Even though it may 
become more tempting to jump in the car it is still better to walk, scoot or cycle to 
school. 

We are looking forward to walk to school week, and Bikeability lessons will return 
for Year 4 and Year 6 in 2022. Stay well, and stay active!
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Year 6 Glennie have been studying the 
book ‘Coraline’ by Neil Gaiman and 
particularly the characteristics of the 
antagonist which in this case was ‘the 
other mother’. 

Alex drew a brilliant picture of the 
other mother for the class display and 
also shared in the class assembly. The 
class assembly focused on the sym-
bolism of red in literature and in film 
as well as in real life. 

The children considered what red 
symbolised to them as well as discov-
ery what red symbolised in different 
scenarios. e.g. danger, loneliness, 
standing out, love, risk, etc. 

Little Red Riding Hood wore red 
showing loneliness, love, and danger 
amongst several symbols. Well done 
to Glennie Class on a great assembly; 
the first assembly where parents could 
attend since before the lockdown.



This half term, Year 6 Bocelli class 
have developed their painting skills 
through working towards a piece in-
spired by Autumn. 

They experimented with colour, 
blending and brushstrokes before 
creating a background inspired by 
the trees we can see from our win-
dow, or on our way to school. They 
learnt different ways to apply paint 
using a paintbrush to create differ-
ent effects, and were inspired by the 
spindly branches in the story Cor-
aline, to paint their own trees.

This has supported not only our 
artistic talents, but also emotional 
wellbeing, taking more time to no-
tice nature and the way it changes 
throughout the seasons. 

Year 6 Bocelli



Letter from the Chair of Governors

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,
 
Welcome
On behalf of the governors, I welcome you to a new school year at St. Michael’s. 
I extend a special welcome to our new Nursery and Reception children, to those 
who have joined the school in Years 1-6, and to new parents and carers. We are 
very happy that you have joined our wonderful school community. 

School visit
I was delighted to be able to visit the School on Friday 24th September for the 
celebration of our incredible History Wall in the Key Stage 1 playground. Due to 
Government restrictions, it has been many months since governors have been 
able to attend school events in person. It was wonderful to be back and to meet 
new members of staff. The children looked fantastic in their historical costumes, 
and I was really impressed by how they used the timeline to show their secure 
knowledge of historical chronology.

What have the governors been doing?
On 22nd September the governors met in the Science Room and new Library for 
our annual Strategy Day. This was an opportunity for us to reflect on the strengths 
and achievements of the school, and to agree our strategic priorities for the com-
ing 3-5 years. Key themes this year included:
• How we will continue to ensure all children and staff are safe at school;
• Our plans to ensure all children can enjoy making full use of our beautiful 
school grounds to enhance their learning and wellbeing; 
• Our digital strategy - ensuring all learners continue to have access to high 
quality IT equipment and online resources in school and for learning at home;
• Longer-term infrastructure projects that will make our school fit for the fu-
ture;
• Our next annual project to improve a key area of the school site- last year’s 
projects included the wonderful new Library and new outdoor equipment for the 
Early Year’s playground- to be delivered this term. 

We thank you for your continued support for these projects via your donations to 
the Governors’ Fund. We will be sharing details of our next development projects 
over the coming year. Please read the update that the School Office sent out earli-
er this half term, with details on the Governors’ Fund and ways to contribute. 

With best wishes,

Cordelia Brown
Chair of Governors




