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Our Vision 
We believe our children’s future is created every day. 

 

Our Mission Statement 

To nurture and inspire our children to develop a love of 
learning in a supportive Christian community and become the 

best they can be. 

 

Our Core Values 
 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Endurance        Forgiveness          Koinonia           Creation            Friendship 
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This abridged guide explains how St Michael's supports children with Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). We want you to feel informed, included 

and confident that your child is in the right hands. 

 

Our vision: ‘We believe our children’s future is created every day’ 

Our mission: To nurture and inspire our pupils to develop a love of learning in a 

supportive Christian community and become the best they can be. 

 

1. What is SEND? 

A child has Special Educational Needs and/or a Disability (SEND) if they find 

learning more difficult than most children their age, or if a disability affects their 

daily life at school. 

SEND covers four main areas: 

• Communication and interaction – e.g. autism, speech and language 
difficulties 

• Cognition and learning – e.g. dyslexia, dyspraxia, moderate learning 
difficulties 

• Social, emotional and mental health – e.g. ADHD, anxiety, attachment needs 

• Sensory and/or physical needs – e.g. hearing or visual impairment, motor 
difficulties 

 

Having SEND does not automatically mean a child needs extra support – it 
depends on whether their needs affect their learning and what help is already 

making a difference. 

 

2. Our Commitment to You 

We are committed to: 

• Making sure every child can access our full, inspiring curriculum 

• Providing a whole-school approach – SEND is everyone’s responsibility, not 
just the SENDCO’s 

• Giving your child the best possible start for secondary school and adult life 

• Listening to you and your child at every stage 

• Keeping you informed and involved in all decisions about your child’s support 

 

3. Who’s Who in SEND at St. Michael’s 

SENDCo / Inclusion Lead – Andrea Batten 

Andrea leads all SEND provision at St Michael’s. She is your main point of contact 

for any questions or concerns about your child’s needs. Andrea: 

• Coordinates support for all pupils with SEND, including those with an 
Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) 

• Attends and arranges all SEND review meetings 

• Liaises with outside agencies such as Speech and Language Therapy, 
Educational Psychology and the Local Authority 
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• Keeps SEND records up to date and advises class teachers on best 
approaches 

 

SEND Governors – Valerie Doulton and Cordelia Brown 

The SEND Governors ensure that the Governing Board understands SEND 

provision and that the school is meeting its duties. They work alongside the 

Headteacher and SENDCO to shape our SEND strategy. 

 

Executive Head – Geraldine Gallagher | Head of School - Sinead O'Brien 

Both hold overall responsibility for the progress and wellbeing of all learners with 

SEND and work closely with Andrea to develop our SEND provision. 

 

Class Teachers 

Your child’s class teacher is responsible for their day-to-day learning and 

wellbeing. They: 

• Provide high-quality, inclusive teaching adapted to every child’s needs 

• Monitor progress and flag concerns to the SENDCo 

• Work with Teaching Assistants to plan effective support 

• Involve you in termly reviews of your child’s progress 

 

4. How We Identify and Support Your Child 

Spotting a need early 

Teachers continually assess every child. If your child is making slower progress 
than expected, or their attainment is significantly below their peers, we will talk 

to you early. A slower rate of progress alone does not automatically mean your 

child has SEND – we look at the whole picture. 

 

 
Descriptor from Juniper Sonar progress tracker used by St. Michael’s to track pupil progress 
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The Graduated Approach: Assess – Plan – Do - Review 

We follow a four-step cycle to make sure support is working: 

• Assess – gather information from teachers, parents, pupils and outside 
agencies 

• Plan – agree on outcomes and the support needed 

• Do – put the support in place 

• Review – check progress every term and adjust if needed 

 
Figure 1: The Graduated Approach cycle. Source: Amaze Sussex (n.d.). Retrieved from https://amazesussex.org.uk/education/sen-support/ 

 

5. Our Approach to Teaching Children with additional needs 

 
Figure 2: Waves of intervention model (source unknown). Widely reproduced in DfE and LA SEND guidance. 

 

Three Waves of Support 

Wave 1 - Quality First Teaching (all children) 

Every teacher adapts their lessons to suit different learners. Most children’s needs 

can be met through high quality  classroom teaching and differentiation. 

 

Wave 2 - Targeted Support (some children) 

Short-term, small-group interventions – for example, reading catch-up, speech 
and language, or social skills groups. These are time-limited and reviewed each 
term. A simple Provision Plan records your child’s outcomes and the support in 

place. 

 

 

 

https://amazesussex.org.uk/education/sen-support/
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Wave 3 - Specialist Support (a small number of children) 

For children with more complex needs, we involve outside specialists such as an 
Educational Psychologist (EP), Speech and Language Therapist (SALT), 

Occupational Therapist (OT), CAMHS or the Haringey Autism Team. In rare cases, 

we may apply to the Local Authority for an Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plan. 

 

Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCP) 

An EHC Plan is a legal document issued by the Local Authority that describes a 

child’s needs and the support they must receive. We will always involve you fully 

in this process. Annual Reviews check that the plan still reflects your child’s needs. 

 

6. Working with You 

The SEND Code of Practice 2014 puts children and families at the heart of 

everything. Your views matter deeply to us. 

• We will talk to you early if we have any concerns 

• We will always explain what support is in place and why 

• Your child’s voice is important – we listen to them too 

• Progress is shared at termly review meetings and parents’ evenings 

• We welcome you to visit the school to see how we work 

We also recognise that children with SEND can sometimes be more vulnerable. 
Our SENCo works closely with our Designated Safeguarding Lead to make sure 

every child is safe, protected, and that any concerns are acted on promptly. 

7. Moving On – Transitions 

Moving up a year group 

At the end of each year, teachers hold detailed handover meetings so the new 
class teacher knows your child’s needs from day one. Children also enjoy a ‘Step 

Up Day’ to meet their new teacher before the summer. 

 

Transfer to secondary school 

We work hard to make secondary transfer as smooth as possible for children with 

SEND: 

• Information evening in the autumn term of Year 6 for all families 

• Individual meetings available to discuss your child’s transition 

• Secondary SENDCOs are invited to Year 6 Annual Reviews 

• We share information with the new school (with your agreement) 

• Some children may access the All About Me programme with the Haringey 
Autism Outreach Team 

 

8. Clubs, Trips and School Life 

Every child at St Michael’s – including those with SEND – is entitled to take part 

in the full life of our school: 

• All before- and after-school clubs are open to all pupils 
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• All children are encouraged to join our residential trips to Flatford Mill (Year 
4) and PGL (Year 6) 

• Sports days, plays, workshops and special events are for everyone 

No child is ever excluded from an activity because of their SEN or disability. If you 
have any concerns about physical access to our site, please speak to the Head of 
School about the reasonable adjustments we can make. Our Accessibility Policy is 

also available on our website. 

 

9. Concerns and Complaints 

We are always happy to talk. If you have a concern about your child’s SEND 

support, please: 

• Contact the school office to arrange a meeting with the SENDCO (Andrea 
Batten) 

• If the matter is not resolved, ask to meet the Head of School 

• You may also contact our SEND Governor Valerie Doulton and Cordelia Brown 
through the school office 

 

10. Support and Advice for Families 

Haringey SENDIASS 

The Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Information, Advice and Support 

Service for Haringey is provided by Markfield. They offer free, impartial advice to 

parents and carers. 

• Website: markfield.org.uk/sendiass 

• Phone: 0208 802 2611 (Monday–Friday, 9:30am–5pm) 

 

Haringey Local Offer 

The Local Offer sets out all the services and support available to children with 

SEND and their families in Haringey. 

• Website: haringey.gov.uk/children-and-families/local-offer    

• Jargon buster: https://thinklocalactpersonal.org.uk/jargon-buster/  

https://thinklocalactpersonal.org.uk/jargon-buster/

